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 I grumbled and fumed as I climbed into my car and 
headed down the road for a meeting I did not want to at-
tend.  A couple of months prior I had blocked off a period 
of time to devote to some important work that needed to 
be completed.  I jealously guarded that time, refusing to 
let other requests chip away at those precious days.  My 
wonderful offi ce staff promised to run interference, allow-
ing me to remain cloistered away to get the work done.  I 
would still respond to emergencies and critical needs, but 
the time was reserved for work that had to be done.  …  But 
one meeting got in the way.  I couldn’t protect the date.  
The meeting couldn’t be rescheduled.  I couldn’t get out of 
it.  So in the middle of the week I climbed into my car for a 
three hour drive, a four hour meeting and three hours back 
home.  A wasted day!  ….  Wrong!  It was a GREAT day.  
I repented of my curmudgeon-like attitude by the time the 
day was over.  It was a helpful time of conversation and 
exchange of ideas.  It seems obvious now that God wanted 
me there.  I wish I could have seen that going into the meet-
ing; it would have saved me several hours of griping and 
complaining.
 How often do we reluctantly agree to some task, qui-
etly (or not so quietly) complaining about the waste of time 
or interference with “more important” plans, only to dis-
cover how valuable the time given actually was?  Perhaps 
that is a piece of why the Bible instructs us saying, “do not 
think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober judgment.”  How important it 
is that we step out of the way so the Spirit of God might 
freely, and without interference, bring about God’s purpos-
es in our lives and ministries.  
 Does that mean we should “fl y by the seat of our 
pants,” never planning or budgeting our time and energy?  
No, we are still responsible to be good stewards of the 
manifold grace given to us; we are still responsible to be 
faithful managers of the time and gifts God has given us 
for ministry and life. We must leave room, however, for the 

Spirit of God.  I employ a simple phrase to keep my life 
in perspective:  “God Is Bigger.”  Sometimes it must be 
repeated like a mantra, just to keep me focused, but it has 
served me well.  I need to be reminded that God is bigger 
than my very best plans and schemes.  God is bigger than 
my greatest needs and problems.  God is bigger than the 
projects and ministries God has called me to engage.  God 
is bigger! When I keep this truth in mind I fi nd I live in a 
much better place.
  How about you?  As we reach the  midpoint in the 
summer and begin to realize some of the things we had 
planned are probably not going to get done; as we realize 
deadlines are approaching with increased intensity; as we 
try to squeeze some much-needed rest and vacation time 
into our schedule … how shall we proceed? What priorities 
shall we rearrange?  What shall we do?  …  
 I suggest we take a breath and repeat slowly, “God 
is bigger.”  Let us remember that God was already pres-
ent when, months ago, we set our calendars and schedules.  
God knew where we would need to focus time, energy and 
rest.  God knew what would be best for each of us.  And 
when those things come up that seem inconvenient inter-
ruptions, God is still there.  
 Take a breath, instead of complaining about the 
“bumps,” whisper a prayer and count the blessings; and 
trust the Spirit of God to be at work in your life and sched-
ule.  I often remind pastoral search committees and church-
es in transition about the promise of God in Jeremiah 29:11.  
It’s a great promise of hope in times of crisis and change.  
It’s even more relevant for the everyday pieces of our lives.  
God HAS a plan, for good and not evil, to give all of us a 
future and hope.  I am so glad God is bigger.  My life needs 
a BIG God, doesn’t yours?

 
Blessings,

John Williams
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— There are many ABC missionaries doing life-changing work for Christ 
on mission fi elds throughout the world.  To foster mission and missionary 
awareness, the Region will be providing mission related information through 
ABCCR publications.  This column may be used in a Moment for Mission.

Missions Moment
         

The following is from 
ABC missionary Gary Baits, Costa Rica

   Building a Decent House 
on Your Summer Vacation

 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen?  Is it not to share your food 
with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter ... when you see 
the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away … Then your light will break forth 
like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear … then you will fi nd your joy 
in the LORD.”  Isaiah    

“What’s so funny ‘bout peace, love, and understanding?”  Elvis Costello

 It was one of those weekends you dream about and thank God for, one of 
those weekends where you “fi nd your joy.”  The folks of the Mansion of Light 
Baptist Church had dreamed for a long time of building a decent house for Doña 
Blanca and her son Raúl, who had been living in a leaky shack made of tin and 
odd pieces of wood.   Those of you who have experienced tropical rain know 
what can happen to a leaky house with a dirt fl oor.    

 So, the church started to raise 528,000 colones for the structure of the house 
and another 320,000 to do the roof.    Vivian from Hacienda Heights, CA asked 
me how much that was.  I told her that it totaled about $1,600.   “That’s a pair 
of airline tickets,” she responded, dumbfounded.  She was struck by how little it 
would take to make such a big difference in the life of this poor family.  But for 
the people of La Guacima, it was a big effort.  The fundraising poster was broken 
down into blocks, and the church people fi lled the poster with commitments of 
$5, $10, and $20, a considerable sacrifi ce for most of them.  Some friends from 
the U.S. quietly fi lled some blocks, too; but mostly it was a church effort, a neigh-
borhood project. 

 When we got there the holes had been dug, but there were a lot of concrete 
posts and panels to move around.  Most of the church folks were trying to make 
a living on Friday and couldn’t help with the project, so there was a shortage of 
bodies.  Coincidentally, the Hacienda Heights group had too many bodies for 
what they had planned for their day in another part of town.  So just at the right 
time, about ten teens and a pair of leaders showed up to help, haul, and save some 
strain on my ancient back.  They did what their building supervisor and brother 
in Christ Johnny Naranjo asked them to do, and they did it with a great attitude.  
We worked until it started to pour, then went inside and played silly games, sang 
praise songs in both languages and danced.  When the rain died down, we worked 
some more.  The work continued on Saturday with folks from the church and 
other churches from the Baptist Federation.  
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STEWARDSHIP MATERIAL

Need information about current stewardship materials? 
Go to the ABC/CR website, select the Missions Link, 

and fi nd what is available from several sources.

 On Sunday we went back, this time with our friend 
Caryn; and the place was hoppin’.
 More of the structure was up, and the church was out in 
force.  Their worship that day was to serve and build. They 
sold vigoron, a Central American delicacy of yucca, cabbage 
salad and pork. For the good of the cause, I managed to down 
my share of food (I can fast next week).  There was music 
and face painting, and we touched up the butterfl y mural that 
had suffered some graffi ti.  It was like Little Rascals meets 
Nehemiah.  It was what the church is supposed to be.
 The activity drew the curiosity of the community, and 
there was laughter and good conversation.  I caught up with 
Alvaro who hadn’t been to church in a long time.  It was 
good to get reacquainted, and I invited him to a men’s event 
for August.  He hugged me and said he’d come.  
 On Sunday the roof went on, and sometime this week 
the slab went in.  The whole house is about the size of some 
of our bedrooms; but for Raul and his mom it’s a mansion, 
a leakproof, safe warm mansion, built by ordinary followers 
of Jesus.  
 The whole thing was what we like to call a kingdom 
moment, or a God-sighting.  We didn’t make it happen, the 
group from the U.S. didn’t make it happen.  But we did get 
to go along for the ride.  It was a muddy, sweaty, loud ride; 
and it was more fun than a day at Disneyland.  

Please pray for:

* Raul and his mother, Blanca, who is currently 
   in the hospital.

* The Butterfl y Transformation Center and 
   the Mansion of Light Church.

* Gary’s leadership for a men’s retreat on August 1.

* Gary’s leadership of the seminar, “Racism and the 
   Gospel” on August 7.

* Mylinda and the women pastors’ conference 
   in Nicaragua (July 18-21).

* Jamie and Micah at Redwood Glen Camp 
   in Northern California.

 Thanks to all of you who have contributed and contin-
ue to give to our support.  It allows us to be part of weekends 
like this.  And please, please, don’t forget about Haiti.  See 
the website for ways to help.

* * * * *



     Kansas Baptist Convention Foundation   

PlannedGiving
     A Ministry of American Baptist Churches of the Central Region

“I Want My Church to Receive a Small Gift 
Each Month Instead of One Large Sum.”

The person who made this statement had received an unexpected windfall.  He believed 
in tithing and wanted to invest in the ongoing ministry of his church.  

Could the Kansas Baptist Convention Foundation be of help?  Of course it could.  The 
money was given to the Foundation with the stipulation that a designated amount would 
be mailed to the church every month.  In addition, the amount that was given enjoys the 
benefi t of the positive investment experience of the Foundation.  And, if the investment 
experience is negative, the value of the gift decreases.

In return for the gift, the donor was given a statement from the Foundation verifying the 
amount of his contribution.  Though it wasn’t fi led with his tax forms, it was placed with 
other documents that must be available in case of an Internal Revenue Service audit.

This particular donor wanted the contribution to be made anonymously.  His wishes were 
fulfi lled.  The church was notifi ed so it could budget responsibly.

Anonymous contributions can always be made through the Foundation.  They can be 
distributed in small portions regularly or all at once if that is the desire of the donor.

Several churches have already made arrangements to have seminars that deal with many 
areas of estate planning.  They are available free-of-charge, courtesy of the Kansas Bap-
tist Convention Foundation.  To make such arrangements, contact:

Dr. Marshall Schirer 
Minister of Planned Giving

(316) 264-0420
marshall.schirer@abccr.org

The services of the Foundation (seminars, brochures, individual counseling, fi nancial planning) 
are offered without cost or obligation.







2010 2009 Increase % Increase
(Decrease) (% Decrease)

United Mission $92,979.60 $101,321.63 ($8,342.03) -8.23%
ABW Ministries Love Gift $4,189.35 $4,509.15 ($319.80) -7.09%
American Baptist Mission Support $155,036.86 $166,879.53 ($11,842.67) -7.09%

United Mission $550,097.46 $577,162.05 ($27,064.59) -4.68%
ABW Ministries Love Gift $26,069.59 $26,968.28 ($898.69) -3.33%
America For Christ offering $79,112.39 $91,144.84 ($12,032.45) -13.20%
One Great Hour of Sharing offering $143,112.46 $38,202.30 $104,910.16 274.61%
World Mission Offering $25,091.87 $18,880.92 $6,210.95 32.89%
Retired Ministers & Missionaries $28,443.64 $32,710.85 ($4,267.21) -13.04%
Region Offering $9,375.51 $13,657.19 ($4,281.68) -31.35%
Institutional Support Process $13,825.84 $16,276.24 ($2,450.40) -15.05%
Specifics $84,551.35 $74,402.01 $10,149.34 13.64%
American Baptist Mission Support $960,625.98 $882,177.92 $78,448.06 8.89%

United Mission

American Baptist Churches of the Central Region

Mission Giving for June 2010

Our Church's Giving for June

$__________________

Mission Giving June YTD

abccr

American Baptist Mission Support
One Great Hour of Sharing offering

$__________________
$__________________




