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American Baptist Churches of the Central Region will host its 42nd 
Annual Gathering. This year Annual Gathering will take place at First 
Baptist Church, Salina on October 1-2, 2021.

The Annua Gathering Planning Committee has been praying over this 
event and all who will attend. They encourage you to use this time 
together to uplit and enourage one another as we are able to gather 
together as brothers and sister in Christ. 

The business meeting and voting will be held via Zoom at 7pm 
on Tuesday, September 28th. If you are a delegate please include 
your email on the registration form. 

Please pay attention to registration dates. Meals will not be 
available for registrations received after September 10th. 

Registration forms are included in this packet or you can ind 
registration links on our website at: https://abccr.org/5320-2/
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All Church Registration Form
2021 ABCCR Annual Gathering

October 1-2, 2021
First Baptist Church, Salina, KS

With an All Chuch Registration, members need only pay for their food, childcare, and accomodations.

Church Name:______________________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________City________________________ State_______ Zip________

Pastor:_______________________ Email:_______________________ Phone:__________________________

Registration Fees
All Church Registration (does not cover childcare, meals, or accomodations)
All Church Registration (postmarked byt Sept. 10): $150___________________________

Delegates and Participants Registering From Our Church

DELEGATES
(please include email so we can send a link since all voting will be held via Zoom)

Name_______________________________________Email_________________________________________

Name_______________________________________Email_________________________________________

Name_______________________________________Email_________________________________________

Name_______________________________________Email_________________________________________

Name_______________________________________Email_________________________________________

Name_______________________________________Email_________________________________________

Mail Registration Form and Payment* postmarked by September 10th, 2021
ATTN: Annual Gathering Registrar
American Baptist Churches of the Central Region
5833 SW 29th St, Ste A, Topeka KS 66614-5505

*Make checks payable to ABCCR   Questions? Call us at (785) 272-7622
NOTE: Registration for delegates/participants is not complete until individual registration forms and meal 
payments have been received in the Region of ice. Please coordinate with delegates and participants to ensure that 
the All Church Registration form is submitted prior to individual registration forms if possible.

ABCCR OFFICE USE ONLY
CK #__________________  Date Recd__________________

CK Amt________________ Receipt #___________________

Other PARTICIPANTS
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Please complete a separate registration form for each person

Name: __________________________________________________Phone: _______________________
        (Print your name as you want it to appear on your name tag.)   

Cell:_________________________________Email: ___________________________________________

Address: __________________________________ City: ______________________Zip: _____________

Church Name: ____________________________________________   City: ______________________

I AM A: Delegate          Board Member          Participant          Exhibitor          ABCCR Staff 

REGISTRATION FEES

____________My registration fee was paid by All Church Registration 
          (does not cover childcare, meals or accommodations)

____________Individual Adult Registration   
Registration (postmarked by Sept. 10th) $40.00 ________ 
Registration (postmarked AFTER Sept. 10th) $60.00_______ Total Registration ________

CHILDCARE

______Number of children (nursery to 5th grade)  ______Number of Youth (6th grade+)
  
 $20.00 ea. (3 or more: $50.00) 
  
Please submit completed Childcare Form with your registrion  Total Childcare ________

MEALS

 *Meals will not be available for those who register after Sept. 10th.

Thursday, September 30, 2021
 _____BBQ for Clergy & Spouse Dinner: (free)     Pizza for Kids ______ $5

Friday, October 1, 2021
_____ABW and AB Men Boxed Lunch     Age 13+: $9.00 ______  12 and younger: $ 5.00  ________

_____Pasta Dinner   Age 13+: $15.00 ______   Age 12-6: $5.00 ________  5 and Under Free ________

Please list any dietary restrictions: _______________________________________Total Meals ________

TOTAL MONEY ENCLOSED_______________
(registration, childcare, and meal totals)

2021 ABCCR Annual Gathering Individual Registration Form
October 1-2, 2021, First Baptist Church, Salina

ABCCR Offi  ce Use
   Ind Ck#    _________   Ch Ck # __________   Date Recd. _________
   Ind Amt $ _________   Ch Amt $ _________   Receipt #    _________
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CHILD CARE REGISTRATION-Please ill out one per child/youth
We are so glad you are including your whole family in this year’s Annual Gathering!  
Childcare will be provided during all scheduled events.
(Pick up times will be provided to you prior to the event). 
Please ill out the information below and don’t hesitate to ask any questions you may have by 
contacting Morgan Bandy at (785) 241-9820.

Total #  of  Children (nursery-5 grade)__________          Total # of Youth (6-12th)__________      

Put an X next to the meals your child will be eating:

Th usday Dinner__________  Friday Lunch__________ Friday Dinner__________   

Put an X next to your child’s age category:

Nursery Care (0-3 yrs)________     Pre-K (3 yrs and potty-trained up to Kindergarten)________   

Elementary (Kindergarten—5th grade)________ Youth (6th-12th grade)________
           
Email to morgan.bandy@abccr.org or Mail to: ABCCR, 5833 SW 29th St, Ste A, Topeka KS 66614

Child’s Name______________________________   Parent’s Name__________________________

Age__________________ Current Grade______________ Gender__________________________

Address___________________________________ City_______________ State______ Zip______

Parent’s E-mail__________________________________ Cell Phone #_______________________

Medical Insurance Co._______________________Insurance Policy #________________________                      
                                        
Allergies_________________________________________________________________________

What ese should we know___________________________________________________________

Permission is granted to seek Emergency Medical Care until I/we can be reached:

___________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                  



 FOCUS is a newsletter published 
  for professional church leaders 
  in the Central Region, and it is 
  distributed monthly.  It is on the    
  Region website, 
  https://abccr.org/.
  The deadline for FOCUS is the 
   fi rst  of the month of publication.
  A variation in content and format 
  is  required for copy to be printed 
   in two  or more successive issues.

       American Baptist Churches
       of the Central Region
       5833 S.W. 29th St., Ste. A
       Topeka, KS 66614-5505
     katherine.cunningham@abccr.org
       785/272-7622
      https://abccr.org/

Follow your Region staff on the ABC 
Central Region Facebook page as 
they provide information on resourc-
es and services, as well as events 
and happenings across our Region 
— https://www.facebook.com/ABC-
CRegion/

Check our ABC Central Region 
Twitter link — https://twitter.com/
ABCCRegion

Please like and share the posts 
made on these Central Region 
social media accounts to help us 
spread the news!
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Are you feeling a bit overwhelmed and anxious with all the new cas-
es of COVID and all the uncertainties?  There’s an old-time song that 
I’ve always loved.  It’s called Count Your Blessings.  ‘Count your many 
blessings – name them one by one.  Count your blessings, see what 
God has done.  Count your blessings!  Name them one by one and it 
will surprise you what the Lord has done.’

All too often, I think we focus on the problems rather than the bless-
ings that we have received.  I know in times of sickness and tribulation 
it can be hard to see God’s blessings but consider Helen Steiner Rice’s 
thoughts:

Blessings come in many guises that God alone in love devises,  
And sickness, which we dread so much, can bring a very healing touch,
 For often on the wings of pain the peace we sought before in vain   
Will come to us with sweet surprise, for God is merciful and wise…  
And through long hours of tribulation, God gives us time for medita-
tion, And no sickness can be counted loss that teaches us to bear our 
cross.

In times of uncertainty, folks are often more receptive to hearing God’s 
Word.  How can you share the Good News of Jesus Christ with your 
friends and neighbors?  We want to spend all eternity with our family 
and friends. but have they all accepted Jesus’ gift of salvation?  If not, 
or you’re not sure – now would be a great time to be bold in your 
witness after praying for God’s guidance as you speak.

There’s always a need for inancial gifts for our missionaries and those 
that are actively sharing God’s love on a daily basis.  There are many 
ways that you can share inancially.  I’d love to discuss them with you, 
so please contact me.  There is no obligation or charge for my services.

Rev. Wilma E. Engle, Director of Planned Giving  
Cell: 316-644-2069
6745 Interurban, Wichita, KS 67204-1323   
E-mail: wilmaengle@juno.com

Rev. Timothy Schwartz, Assistant Director of Planned Giving
E-mail: timmans39@gmail.com
Cell: 913-424-9939

Count Your Many Blessings!
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2021 Annual Gathering Speakers

Lois Olmstead, author, humorist and former talk show host,  will be the keynote speaker for 
the Central Region Annual Gathering held October 1-2, 2021 at First Baptist Church, 
Salina, KS. 

Lois Olmstead impacts audiences with her positive views of living a joyful life speaking as 
a humorous keynote speaker at over 4800 events in the US and Canada. Inspiring others is 
part of her everyday life. She always makes you leave feeling better than when you came! 

Lois has written seven published books and authors a weekly newspaper column that goes 
world-wide on the internet. Her home is on the family ranch in the Shields Valley north of 
Livingston, Montana.

Mark you calendars now for October 1-2 and then ill out your registration information as 
soon as you receive it. You will want to be a part of this inspiring weekend!

Our Friday night speaker will be Patti Bethe Anderson, or as you will 
meet her, Willamae.

Patti Beth resides in Grove, Ok. She has been an entertainer at Silver 
Dollar City in Branson, MO. 

She is probably best known for her 
twenty-some years entertaining as the 
character of Willamae at  Grove’s Kountry Kuzin’s Jamboree Show. Her 
down-home style of comedy has been enjoyed by  thousands of folks 
visiting the Grand Lake area.

Ms. Anderson is a “Good Will Ambassador” for Grove as she treats visi-
tors to the delights of her home  town by providing comedic 
commentaries as a step-on guide for motor coach travelers.

One of her favorite roles is being mom to a great son, Caleb Paul Abbott. 
Patti Beth and her husband,  comedy magician Doug 
Anderson attend Cayuga Mission Church in Grove.  



2021 Annual Gathering Workshops

Tai Chi for Health and Renewal

A workshop giving participants a chance to learn a bit of Tai Chi, an ancient eastern health 
system for balance, lexibility and vitality.  Participants will learn about the mental com-
ponents of Tai Chi (meditation) that allows for the reduction of stress and increased focus 
and mental clarity.  Participants will also try a few exercises, seated, standing, stretches 
and breath.  Provided in partnership with the Lawrence Academy of Tai Qi.

 The workshop will be facilitated by Trish Dowd Kelne.  Trish Dowd Kelne is the director of 
Winter Center for Restorative Justice, a nonpro it community outreach organization.  Trish 
has worked in the nonpro it setting for 20 years, with community outreach, education and 
empowerment.  She was co-chair of Martha and Mary’s Way, an interfaith organization and 
has facilitated poetry and prayer classes for retired religious professionals.  She is dedi-
cated to faith based outreach.  She has been blessed to work with First Baptist Churches, 
Youth and Pastors as part of a partnership with Fredrikson Center of OU and Chaplain John 
Holzhüter. She is a certi ied instructor for the Academy of Tai Qi through which she teach-
es classes and seminars.   Trish received her degree in Creative Writing from Kansas State 
University, her facilitation certi ication from Winter Center and her Tai Qi certi ication 
from HuoLong Studios.

She is grateful for the gift of her beloved husband of 20 years and their 11 year old daugh-
ter, and of course Norman-the dog. The family lives in Lawrence with a handful of chickens 
and one turtle dove.

 Tai Qi is a Chinese exercise that stresses the use of mind not force.  Its quality is in its 
stillness –its slow movements, which integrate mind and body.  Participants gain strength, 
lexibility and vitality through instruction in postures and breathing methods.  Students of 

all itness levels are encouraged to join.

Missionary Workshop

Global servants, Eric and Yuree Lembke, will be sharing about their ministry in Thailand. 
They serve at the Kawthoolei Karen Baptist Bible School & College (KKBBSC) located in 
Mae La Refugee Camp near Mae Sot, Thailand. Young adults, mostly from the Karen eth-
nic group, attend the school to pursue a degree in ministry so that they are able serve as 
Christian leaders within the refugee camps and internally displaced persons in areas along 
the Thai/Myanmar border. Eric and Yuree’s ministry focuses on working with refugees 
through education, discipleship, and evangelism. At the school, they teach English and 
ministry classes. They also travel to villages in the Karen State, Myanmar with KKBBSC 
students and staff to teach and conduct Bible classes.

Page 7



Friday, October 1, 2021 

8:00 AM Registration Opens 
11:00 AM ABWomen & ABMen meeting and lunch
2:45 PM Break  
3:00 PM Workshops 
4:00 PM Break 
4:15 PM Worship Session #2 
5:30 PM All Gathering Dinner 
6:30 PM Evening Program 

2021 Annual Gathering Schedule

Compassion As A Catalyst to Recalibrate, Reset, and Refresh

Dr. Joel Schroeder, a pastor residing in the ABCCR but currently not serving a church, will 
teach a workshop entitled, “Compassion as a catalyst to Recalibrate, Reset, and Refresh.” 
He will build upon some key passages and use a book called “Compassionomics” to illus-
trate the value of compassion to those that give and receive it.

Reshaping Church

Several ABCCR churches have been part of the Reshaping Church process in 2020-2021.  
Reshaping Church is a guided process for adapting to a changing church environment and 
seeking God for a personalized approach to growth and transformation.  We have had 
churches of all sizes and in different contexts take part in this process.  A panel of leaders 
will talk about their experience and ield questions you may have.  Those panelists include: 
Bill Hendricks (interim pastor and ABCCR Director of Interim Ministries), Melissa Newber-
ry (pastor of Grandview Baptist Church, Kansas City, KS), Kathy Pickett (pastor of Prairie 
Baptist Church, Prairie Village, KS), and Matt Sturtevant (pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Lawrence, KS).

Vantagepoint 3

The past 2 year, the ABCCR has used the Vantagepoint 3 process as a tool for discipleship 
and leadership development.  Vantagepoint 3 is a 9-month journey through the Bible, per-
sonal inventories, current leadership insights, and writings on spirituality to probe three 
key questions: (a) Who is God? (b) Who am I? (C) What is God up to in my life?  This past 
year, we had 3 groups that went through this process and we plan on offering this opportu-
nity to new groups again this year.  A panel of this year’s leaders will describe their experi-
ences of the process and answer your questions.  Those leaders are: Jessica Henks (Admin-
istration & Worship Pastor at First Baptist Church of Stilwell, KS), Wallace Smith (pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Overland Park, KS), and Blake Wyatt (pastor of First Baptist Church, 

2021 Annual Gathering Workshops Cont. 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 

7:30 AM Registration continues 
8:00 AM Devotional - Rev. Jennifer Schneider
8:30 AM Workshops 
9:45 AM Worship Session #3 
Journey home
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND 

WHY ATTEND 

ALSO INCLUDED 

Preaching & Teaching for Transformation

BEYOND INFORMATION

R

SEPTEMBER 16-17

QUESTIONS?

COURTYARD BY MARRIOT SALINA KSSALINA KS
SEMINAR SPEAKER

Effective First-Person Biblical Preaching 
(Zondervan, 2005) and Deep Preaching 
(Broadman & Holman, 2009)

785-643-0511 785-820-0595

Come learn how to transform lives by creating messages that reflect the shifting genres of gospel literature.

$60 PER PERSON
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