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Region Of ice Address Change — Building Sold

In February, ABCCR Region leadership was approached with an offer 
to sell the building at 5833 SW 29th Street. Many of you may remem-
ber we received an offer last summer but that purchase was not com-
pleted because the buyer backed out.

The offer that ABCCR Board accepted at our February meeting was 
substantially higher than the offer we received last summer and it is 
an “as is” offer so there is no negotiation after inspections. It is a very 
good offer that the ABCCR Board of Directors accepted. We will be 
closing that sale in early May 2022.

At the same time the sale of our current space was unfolding, a small-
er space (about 1,600 square feet) came on the market that is a much 
better it for our current needs. The building is also similar to a con-
dominium arrangement where we will own the inside, but not have 
responsibilities for the outside. The ABCCR Board of Directors has 
also approved the purchase of this property and we will be closing on 
the purchase of that space this coming Friday, March 18th. It is inter-
esting that this new space is in the same complex of buildings so we 
are basically moving across the parking lot.

Effective May 1, 2022, the Region Of ice’s new address will be:

American Baptist Churches of the Central Region

5889 SW 29th Street

Topeka, KS 66614

I am grateful to the ABCCR Board of Directors and the Administration 
& Finance Vision Team for their guidance and work on this transition. 
We will be sharing some pictures in the near future of this new space.

Gregg L.J. Hemmen

ABCCR Executive Minister
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 FOCUS is a newsletter published 
  for professional church leaders 
  in the Central Region, and it is 
  distributed monthly.  It is on the    
  Region website, 
  https://abccr.org/.
  The deadline for FOCUS is the 
   fi rst  of the month of publication.
  A variation in content and format 
  is  required for copy to be printed 
   in two  or more successive issues.

       American Baptist Churches
       of the Central Region
       5833 S.W. 29th St., Ste. A
       Topeka, KS 66614-5505
     katherine.cunningham@abccr.org
       785/272-7622
      https://abccr.org/

Follow your Region staff on the ABC 
Central Region Facebook page as 
they provide information on resourc-
es and services, as well as events 
and happenings across our Region 
— https://www.facebook.com/ABC-
CRegion/

Check our ABC Central Region 
Twitter link — https://twitter.com/
ABCCRegion

Please like and share the posts 
made on these Central Region 
social media accounts to help us 
spread the news!
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American Baptist Giving
American Baptist Churches USA plans their giving around 
four major offerings during the calendar year.   The irst of 
these is collected during the month of March and it is known 
as the “America for Christ” offering. When you give to it you 
help to do so many things like support communities through 
the covid-19 crisis, help families who have lost homes and 
items due to wild ires, tornadoes, loods and other storms. 
Your gift also helps children who are on the edge of poverty 
or living in it to participate in programs that provide vital 
support and care for them. This offering also helps 
seminarians, who are studying for ministry, as they prepare 
to become pastors, chaplains, youth ministers and 
missionaries.

While the new adventure I am embarking on in “planned 
giving” is not exactly the same as the offering mentioned 
above, you also have the opportunity to support our 
wonderful mission partners ( as I am calling them) such as: 
ABW, AB Men, Bacone College, Bethel Neighborhood 
Center, Camp Christy, Central Seminary and Murrow 
Children’s Home, plus your local church, just to name a few. 
When you take out a charitable gift annuity, you have the 
opportunity to help sustain and strengthen these and many 
other ministries in our region and we are grateful for your 
gift!

I look forward to seeing you at the senior adult retreat in 
April. If I can be of any help to you in the meantime for a 
charitable gift annuity or other Investments, please don’t 
hesitate to call or email me.  I am happy to help you in any 
way that I can.

Rev. Tim Schwartz
Director of Planned Giving
Cell: 913-424-9939
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Sr. Adult Retreat to have Central Region pastor, 
Joel Grizzle as Keynote Speaker

Originally from Georgia but transitioned to Dallas, Texas to attend Dallas Seminary in his 
mid-twenties. Married to a iery Texas redhead named Kendra, who baptized him into 

ways of Texas A&M. Together they have 3 children: Kennedy 14, Jace 13, Gage 10. He has 
served at churches in North Atlanta, Dallas and has been in Lyons, Kansas since 2009. 

“Handshakes, Hugs & Hallelujahs” 
April 27-28, 2022 

McPherson First Baptist Church
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Reshaping in

His Image 

“Anyone who belongs to
Christ is a new person.

The past is forgotten

and everything is new.” 
II Cor. 5:17 CEV

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY PLEASE MARK ATTENDANCE:  FIRST TIME ______
 

Last Name ____________________________________ First Name _____________________________________

Address ______________________________________ Church _________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State ___________ Zip ______________________

Phone __________________________________ Email ________________________________________________

Refund Policy: Cancellation before May 30

subject to a $25 Administrative Fee. NO refund after
May 30. Substitution permitted by registrar only.

Registration Costs

Full Conference $90 (includes 3 meals) $____________

One Day $45 Fri. __ Sat. __ $____________

If postmarked after May 30th add $10 $____________

If Scholarship Recipient deduct amount received $____________

(Attach scholarship documentation)

Total submitted $____________

Hotel arrangements are your own responsibility

Abbreviated Program Schedule

Fri. 9:00 - 9:45 am Registration
     9:45 - Gathering & Session

12:00 pm Lunch
1:30 - 2:30 pm Workshops
2:40 - 3:40 pm Workshops

    3:40 - 4:00 pm Devotional
     4:00 - 4:50 pm Choir Practice 
      5:00 - 6:15 pm Dinner

6:15 - 7:45 pm Session
Sat. 8:30 - 9:00 am Registration
       9:00 - 10:00 am Workshops

10:05 - 11:55 am Session
       12:00 - 1:15 pm Lunch & Business Mtg. 

1:20 - 2:35 pm Session

WORKSHOP selections (Indicate your 1st & 2nd choice by NUMBER for EACH session from the following descriptions)

1st Choice 2nd Choice
Friday 1:30 - 2:30 pm (Session One) __________ _________
Friday 2:40 - 3:40 pm (Session Two) __________ _________
Saturday 9:00 - 10:00 am (Session Three) __________ _________

Please make check payable to:

AB Women’s Ministries CR
Add $10 late fee if postmarked after May 30th

Mail registration and payment to: Lois Chiles

201 Cottonwood Dr., Lansing, KS 66043
913.727.2232/913.683.8680

Lchiles@kc.rr.com

Special Diet Needed
Diabetic _______
Gluten Free _______

FOR REGISTRAR USE ONLY

Date Received _____________ Check # ____________

Amount Received________________

AB Women’s Ministries Central Region 
Summer Conference

June 3-4, 2022

First Baptist Church
843 Lewis Ave., Salina, KS 67401

(One form per person, please) 
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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS (Please designate by NUMBER your 1st and 2nd choice options for each

session on the front page of this form.) 
Session #1 - Friday, 1:30-2:30pm
Session #2 - Friday, 2:40-3:40pm
Session #3 - Saturday, 9:00-10:00am

1. Chalk Couture Designs Paula Rhodes                       Session #1

Join Paula Rhodes, a Chalk Couture Designer, for an hour of crafting as we make a sign using silk
screen transfers and chalk paste. All supplies will be provided and you will make an inspirational
wooden sign to display in your home. No prior crafting skills needed! Cost $12 (pay at the
workshop) Limit 15

2. Project: Rainbow  Acres Ranch Sherill Carlson                 Session #1 

Come meet and visit with Susan Hall, Director of Legacy and Church Relations for Rainbow Acres
Ranch. Learn more about our 2021-2022 project.

3. Made to Crave      Alice Gruber Session #1 

Craving isn’t a bad thing....we were made to crave and that craving must be met by God alone.
Please join Alice Gruber for a review of the book Made to Crave by Lysa Terkeurst, President of
Proverbs 31 Ministries. It would be beneficial for this workshop for you to pick up a copy and read it
before the conference. The book can be purchased through Amazon or Mardels.

4. Real Connections  Heidi Unruh Session #2

Author Heidi Unruh will be sharing information about her book Real Connections: M inistries to

Strengthen Church and Community Relationships. There will be books for sale at a
substantial savings.

5. Chalk Couture Designs Paula Rhodes                       Session #2

Join Paula Rhodes, a Chalk Couture Designer, for an hour of crafting as we make a sign using silk
screen transfers and chalk paste. All supplies will be provided and you will make an inspirational
wooden sign to display in your home. No prior crafting skills needed! Cost $12 (pay at the
workshop) Limit 15 

6. Faith Shaping              Melissa Newberry  Session #2

During this interactive workshop, participants will have the opportunity to discover and creatively
express faith-shaping events in their lives. 

7. Living With Hands Wide Open Pam Durso Session #3

Our hands have much to tell us about who we are and about how we respond to life around us.
Sometimes we keep our fists tightly closed. Other times we have our hands open wide. What do our
hands have to teach us about giving and receiving grace and about how we pray and serve?            

8. Missions: Sharing Together         Kyle & Katrina Williams Session #3

Join Global Servants, Katrina and Kyle Williams, as they share about Kingdom work in Chiang Rai
and throughout the Mekong Region in Thailand.

9. PrayerWize Mona Huggins Session #3 

Do you want to delve more deeply into your prayer life? Join Mona as she presents concepts from a
7-week study created by Rev. Bill Hendricks, Director of Interim Ministries for Central Region.
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