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In 2023, Central Seminary’s Board of Directors made the decision to relocate their campus

headquarters to a right-sized campus space as part of “The Future is Central,” three strategic initiatives

created to lead the seminary into the future while continuing their commitment to delivering excellent

theological education while also addressing the shifting ministry needs of our world. 

Few programs at Central now require in-person learning, a trend that is common at seminaries across

the country. All programs are offered either fully or partially online. Most students no longer live within

drivable distance to our Shawnee, Kansas campus. They instead are scattered across the United States

and around the world, and their preference is to learn virtually. Only international students living in the

U.S. on a student visa and some doctoral students are required to be occasionally on campus.

President Pamela R. Durso finalized the sale of the Shawnee campus to a growing congregation in the

Kansas City area that needed more land and additional space. 

In late December, Central moved to their new location: 8620 W. 110th Street, Overland Park, Kansas.

This new space of 9,000 square feet includes classrooms, a library, prayer and reflection space, faculty

and staff offices, and other shared workspaces. It is the perfect space for a global seminary in the 21st

century. 

As part of this relocation, about 80% of Central’s print book collection was digitized and added to the

Digital Theological Library (DTL) for greater accessibility. All students, regardless of program and

physical proximity to campus, will have access to Central’s library collection plus the 1.5 million books

and 61,000 journals already available through DTL. From the print collection that remained, Central

shared just over 700 books with sister schools: the Cambodian Bible Institute and The Chin College.

Central is hosting an OPEN HOUSE on Saturday, March 15, 2:00-4:00pm (CT). All are welcome. 

Text “RSVP” to (913) 270-3062 for a link to the RSVP form OR scan the following QR code
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Are You Following Through?

It 's February, so I 'm checking up on you. Did you make any New Year's resolutions this year?

What do you want to change this year or do differently? So many people, in general, want to

make big changes including:

Exercising more to get healthy

Eating less or better to lose weight

Stop smoking

Drinking more water

Drinking less alcohol

Giving up other addictions

Growing closer to spouse / family 

Spending more time with God

Spending more time in prayer

Getting more involved in missions

Make a budget /spend less money

Volunteering more

Giving more to missions & church 

Saving on taxes

The problem is that we may want to change so many things at once and then we make one

mistake or have one bad day and we give up on our resolutions all together! !  Generally

speaking, New Year's resolutions do not work. Consider a few quotes below:

“ The only thing harder than making a New Year's resolution is keeping it .”

“ The best way to make a New Year's resolution is to not make one at all .”

( Sources are unknown for both.)

Now after sharing both of these quotations you may have a different opinion of me. You

might think I may be a pessimist or a negative thinker, but that is definitely not true!

However, I am a realist and I know how hard change is for myself, so I figure it 's just as hard

for anyone else to accomplish. Maybe instead of making New Year's resolutions, we should

pray and think about changes we want to make in the new year and ask God to help us, and

find others to encourage us in those endeavors. I am trying to do that as I want to make

some changes for the better in my own life and ministry as well .



That l ist of resolutions that I made up earlier was just a standard list of many things that

people want to change. Stil l ,  if you are interested in the last two items on the list, I can help

you with that. If you wish to fund a charitable gift annuity in this new year, I can assist you

in that way. The benefits of funding a charitable gift annuity are at least three fold or triune,

in my opinion. If you want to fund a gift annuity with $1,000, $10,000 or even $100,000,

then you can receive those three benefits or blessings. Just to be clear you can give any

amount you wish, but the minimum gift is $1,000.

The first is that a portion of the gift comes back to you, if you list yourself as the

beneficiary. You can also include your spouse in that as well ,  which is called a two–life

annuity. Based on the amount of the gift and the age or ages of the beneficiaries, a certain

percentage of this split interest gift comes back to you in a payment that you will receive ti l l

the end of your l ife.

The second benefit will help you accomplish your resolution to give more money to missions

and the church because you can choose the mission partners that your remainder amount

will help when the Lord calls you home. These mission partners can include your home

church, another church, a variety of offerings and a myriad of mission partners including

American Baptist institutions, our Home Mission Society, International Ministries and

individual missionaries that serve around the globe through I M.  

The third benefit will help you accomplish that last item on the resolution list, which is to

save on taxes. You will receive an income tax deduction based on the amount given to fund

the gift annuity that corresponds to the remainder amount given to the mission partners of

your choice. This amount is calculated by our planned giving software. Also, if you have

appreciated stock and wish to use that to fund a charitable gift annuity, not only will you

receive an income tax deduction, but you will receive a capital gains tax deduction based

upon the amount of stock that you are using to fund the annuity. So that could be a win-win

situation for you as well !

I  guess there is really a fourth benefit as well because you will receive the satisfaction, joy

and good feeling of knowing that you have helped a variety of mission partners to care for

others and announce the good news of God's Kingdom, Jesus’ love and the Holy Spirit 's

presence to help many more people become a part of the family of God!

If you are interested in funding a charitable gift annuity, please get a hold of me by phone or

email and I will be happy to help you fund your annuity and benefit others in the process. I

pray that God's grace and strength will be upon you as you work on your resolutions or

choose another way to make changes in your l ife!





As our country shifts its commercial focus to flowers, candy and other gifts for Valentine's Day, let

us pray that we might be mindful of the needs of others, who are not our spouses, children, family

and friends.

Let us pray that God would open our hearts to help those we come into contact with including the

homeless, helpless, depressed, discouraged, devastated, downtrodden, lonely, hungry and needy, just

to name a few.

Let us pray that Jesus would encourage and motivate us to do something tangible to help our

neighbors in need. As Jesus responded to the Pharisee in regard to the question of what is the

greatest commandment, so the scripture says: ”And a second is l ike it : You shall love your neighbor

as yourself .”

Matthew 22:39. (ESV)  



Central Seminary has been selected to participate in the Climate Science in Theological Education

(CSTE) Grant Initiative of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)

Dialogue on Science, Ethics, and Religion (DoSER) program.

 

This project will enable Central to build greater capacity to address climate change. Rev. Dr. Ruth

Rosell ,  director of the Buttry Center for Peace and Nonviolence at Central , will direct the CSTE grant

program. Programs and activities being explored through this grant include virtual and in-person

events, conversations, and discussion aimed at equipping faith leaders and students for the

emerging crisis of climate change.

"I 'm grateful Central Seminary was chosen to receive this Climate Science in Theological Education

grant,” said Rev. Rosell .  “ It will contribute toward fulfi l l ing our mission of preparing leaders to seek

God, shape church, and serve humanity and all creation. It will do this by providing opportunities for

students, faculty, staff, alumni, pastors, and people of faith to better understand and respond to the

challenges of doing faithful ministry in our changing climate. It also connects us to other seminaries

and those in the scientific community who are engaged in addressing the climate crisis."

 

The Climate Science in Theological Education initiative is a project of the AAAS DoSER program.

The project provides grants to seminaries to engage climate science and climate change in the

context of theological education and ministry. Integrating science into seminary education and

events will encourage interest within seminaries and surrounding communities about the relevance

of science to theological education and will produce a growing number of religious leaders equipped

to help their congregants find answers to science-related questions.

 

The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) is the world’s largest general

scientific society and publisher of the Science family of journals. The nonprofit is open to all and

fulfi l ls its mission to “advance science and serve society” through initiatives in science policy,

international programs, science education, public engagement, and more. Building upon its mission,

AAAS established the Dialogue on Science, Ethics, and Religion (DoSER) program in 1995 to

facil itate communication between scientific and religious communities. For the latest information

and news about AAAS DoSER and the Climate Science in Theological Education project, visit

AAAS.org/DoSER, ScienceReligionDialogue.org, and ScienceforSeminaries.org.

Central Seminary receives grant 
to address climate change



Over the last few weeks, the topic of identity has come up more than once. Last Sunday, when I was

worshiping with FBC Horton, Pastor John Kress challenged us to think about who we are in Christ

and what we are called to do if we claim our identity in him. Furthermore, earlier that week, I had

another conversation with one of our pastors about how we identify ourselves primarily as a child of

God before any other identifiers such as our profession, country of residence, school, place in our

family, etc. (or even favorite football team. Go Chiefs!)

Youth ministry leaders and researchers talk a lot about how to help young people discover their

identity and purpose. Authors and scholars from Fuller Youth Institute discovered in their research

that young people are asking big questions about identity, purpose, and belonging. Parents, pastors,

church leaders, and youth ministry leaders are encouraged to make space for young people to ask

difficult questions in order to discover who they are in Christ. 

Yet, this is not really a new idea. Blaise Pascal wrote in, “Not only do we not know God except

through Jesus Christ; we do not even know ourselves except through Jesus Christ.” Christ is the

lens through which we view God and, in turn, ourselves. 

If we first and foremost identity as followers of Christ and children of God, then we must ask

ourselves important questions. What does that mean for how we should live? What should be our

priorities? How shall we spend our time, talents, and resources? How should we identify ourselves

to others?

The same would be true for how we view others. If we see God and ourselves through the lens of

Christ, then we must also see others through that same lens. They are created and loved by God as

well . They might not know Christ, but we do. 

Young people are making important decisions about who they are, what God is call ing them to, and

where they belong. People in their teens and twenties are in a crucial time of discovery and growth.

They need adults in their l ives who live out their identities in Christ in real and visible ways. Yet,

faith is a journey, not a destination. In some ways, we are all sti l l trying to figure out who we are

and what God wants for us. 

In Psalms 139:14, we find David’s words of praise, reminding us that the One who created

everything created us. “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are

wonderful; I know that full well .” We know full well that we are, first and foremost, God’s children

and followers of Christ. May we seek every day to live out that identity in Christ in all that we do

and say so that the world and our children might see God and themselves through the lens of

Christ.

Identity Through the Lens of Christ
Rev. Jennifer Schneider, Associate Executive Minister















2025 Senior adult retreat 

Handbells with Jan Smith

Craft Class led by Janet Crow

Spiritual Gifts with John Williams

Choir led by Bob Artz and Ruth Clark 

All Group Bible Study with Waylon Upchego

Walking with Jesus led by Mike Justice & Jerry Neeley

Best Western – Angus Inn

2920 10th Street

620-792-3541

Complimentary Breakfast

Days Inn

4701 10th Street

620-792-8235

Complimentary Breakfast

Holiday Inn

3821 10th Street

620-603-6565

Complimentary Breakfast

Workshops

Lodging and Hotels

Super 8 by Wyndham

911 Grant Street

620-910-9523

Complimentary Breakfast

Travelodge

3200 10th Street

620-792-7219

No Breakfast mentioned on website

Quality Inn

3500 10th Street

620-793-8486

Complimentary Breakfast



ABCCR SENIOR ADULT RETREAT
April 23-24, 2025 

Central Baptist Church, 3301 Lakin Ave., Great Bend, KS 67530

Guest Speaker, Rev. Dr. Robin Stoops 

Theme: “Centered in Christ” Scripture: Ephesians 3:16-19 (NRSVUE) 

First Time to Attend the ABCCR Senior Adult Retreat? Yes _____ NO ______ 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name: 
 

Spouse: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Home Church: 
& City 

City / State / Zip: 
# of Guests Total $ 

Full Retreat (includes program and 3 meals) per person 
One Day only (Wednesday or Thursday) per person 

@ $95.00 per person 
@ $70.00 per person 
Total Amount Due 

Dietary Requirements: 
Sugar Free ☐ Gluten Free ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Abbreviated Schedule 
PLEASE NOTE: We will try but cannot assure to meet all 
dietary requirements 

Wed. 11:00 AM Registration Begins 
12:00 PM Lunch 

1:00 PM Session #1 
3:15 PM Interest Groups 
6:00 PM Dinner 
7:00 PM Session #2 

Interest Groups (please mark preference) 

3:15 PM Wednesday – Bells ☐ or Walking with Jesus ☐ Thurs. 8:30 AM Registration 
4:30 PM Choir ☐ 9:00 AM Group Study 

10:30 AM Thursday – Craft $5 ☐ or Spiritual Gifts ☐ 10:30 AM Interest Groups 

1:15 PM Session #3 

Please make checks payable to Senior Adult Retreat and mail payment and completed registration form to: 
Senior Adult Retreat 
John Williams, Registrar 
C/O 5889 SW 29th Street 
Topeka, KS 66614 

Online registration is available at www.abccr.org 

Registration Deadline - April 8, 2025 
*** $10 Late Fee Assessed if Postmarked After April 8, 2025 

Cancellation Policy: A full refund will be given if cancelled by April 15, 2025 
$25 non-refundable cancellation fee per individual after April 15, 2025 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
(Cut here and retain this stub for your records and information.) 

ABCCR Senior Adult Retreat: Central Baptist Church, 3301 Lakin Ave., Great Bend, KS 67530 
Dates: April 23-24, 2025 Registration begins at 11:00 AM, Wednesday the 23rd 

Retreat begins with lunch at 12:00 noon 

Amount paid to Registrar: _______________ Check number: _______________ Date paid: _______________ 

(If registering as a couple, please write spouse’s name below) 

http://www.abccr.org/
http://www.abccr.org/
http://www.abccr.org/




Biennial Mission Summit 2025
REGISTER TODAY




