
In This Issue:

As American Baptists, we believe that mission is at the heart of what we do, and this special occasion is

an opportunity for us to come together in unity and purpose, celebrating our history and future

together.

On ABCUSA Sunday, American Baptists are invited to learn more about what it means to be American

Baptist through our history and Baptist distinctives. We will also join together in prayer – Include in your

celebration prayer for our new General Secretary Rev. Dr. Gina Jacobs-Strain, pray for our many

partners in mission, including our leaders, pastors, global servants, staff, regions, and churches.

Give thanks for how God has blessed us with a rich history and in faith as we continue to seek God’s

mission. We are United in Christ, Together in Mission!

Let’s join together in embracing the spirit of mission and discipleship as we celebrate ABCUSA Sunday.

Your active participation and sharing in February will help spread the message of our collective mission.

All tools you need are available below.

Here are some important details for ABCUSA Sunday:

Date: February 11 or 18 (Choose the date that works best for your congregation)

Theme: Mission is at the heart of what we do

Timing: The Sunday before and after Valentine’s Day

ABCUSA Focus Statement:

American Baptist Churches are missional congregations that nurture devoted disciples of Jesus Christ

who live their lives in mission and ministry for the healing of the world through the love of God.

Below you will find links to ABCUSA Sunday Resources, videos, and the United Mission Toolkit.
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https://www.abc-usa.org/united-mission-toolkit/
https://youtu.be/fx5AImJCErY
https://youtu.be/mUor3RtbOAs
https://www.abc-usa.org/abcusasunday/




One of the key theological themes of my life has revolved around the idea of home. I love being at home. I have a picture on the

wall in my office of the dam in Steamboat Rock, Iowa, which is an artist’s rendering of a geographical location I know very well.

It’s entitled, “Returning Home.” I have another painting from a local Iowa artist of a place near my childhood home that was

deeply formative for me. It’s a tract of land that locals knew as a cow pasture. But for me, it was a holy playground. This land has

a pond in the middle of a grassy meadow where I used to catch frogs and tadpoles. Later in life, it became a place where I could

think more clearly about all kinds of things and God seemed especially close when I was there. The ancients would have referred

to this as a “thin place” well before I had any language to describe what I was experiencing.

When I moved away from Iowa, there have been other variations on the idea of home. We lived in North Carolina from 1994-

2007 and both of our children were born there so there’s a strong sense of belonging for us in Orange County, North Carolina.

We lived in South Dakota from 2007-2018 and our kids went through school with strong relational ties which still feed them and

provide ballast for their lives. On the hill behind our house in South Dakota are the remains of our dog, Chumlee. He was such an

integral part of our lives for twelve years and we still miss him deeply. He loved that hillside and would dawdle away time when

we wanted him to hurry up so we could move on to whatever was next. Dogs always provide important reminders about life’s

simple things that helps us reset our pacing when life gets out of whack.  

The first few years of my work in the Central Region, I had an apartment in Topeka while our kids finished high school in South

Dakota. I knew it was temporary while we were in between selling our home in Rapid City and what would be our home in

Topeka. There was an unsettledness to that existence that until recently, I haven’t been fully able to articulate. But in recent

months, I’ve been able to define this unsettledness more clearly as an experience of being unrooted. While in between homes,

there wasn’t that stronger sense of place that I’ve known in most of my life and apparently is important for my overall well-being.

There are lots of spiritual applications that I could unpack with this self-discovery but the most important one I’ve been

contemplating in the early months of 2024 is this question, “Where will I be rooted in 2024?” Maybe this is a question for you to

wrestle with as well.

Paul writes in 2nd Corinthians 5:6-9, “So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body

we are away from the Lord — for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from

the body and at home with the Lord.  So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.” Paul writes about

this longing I carry to be rooted, but this rootedness is not in an address on some street in Iowa, North Carolina, South Dakota, or

Kansas. It’s a rootedness in my relationship with Jesus. This kind of rootedness allows me to be nomadic in my physical

presence, but deeply at home in my inner life with Jesus. I’m certainly a beginner in working out this mindset, and how to live this

out practically, but just knowing where my true home is – in Jesus – has helped me navigate those days when I feel unsettled

and unrooted.  

So where will you be rooted in 2024 and where is the growing edge in your own sense of home?  

 Thank you for the privilege of serving among you.

Rooted at home
Rev. Dr. Gregg Hemmen, Executive Minister



Registration Deadline is April 9, 2024
You can register online by clicking the button below or you can send in a paper

registration form that can be found on the next page.

2024 Senior Adult Retreat

Why should you come to the Senior Adult Retreat?
To gather with Central Region senior adults
To be inspired by messages from Dr. Hemmen
To experience the learning sessions
To have fun and fellowship with others

Don’t miss this opportunity to be inspired and informed!

https://form.jotform.com/232756490312051




Planned Giving
HELPING YOU TO GIVE GENEROUSLY, 

REV. TIM SCHWARTZ 

KBCF DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING

913-424-9939/ 785-272-7622

TIMMANS39@GMAIL.COM 

TIM.SCHWARTZ@ABCCR.ORG 

Now during this month of February, I am thinking about a big commercial holiday called Valentine's Day or as I would call it Saint

Valentine's Day. Of course it is a day to express our love for husbands, wives, spouses, boyfriends, girlfriends, family, friends,

classmates and even pets.  

Here are some of the latest statistics on Valentine's Day spending. The National Retail Federation says that Americans spent

$25.9 billion last year on Valentine's Day, which was an increase of 8.4% over what was spent in 2022, which was $23.9 billion!

According to wallethub, in 2023, 5.5 billion was spent on jewelry and 4.4 billion was spent on going out for the evening. 2.4

billion was spent on flowers and 2.3 billion was spent on candy. Now I am not telling you to skip buying Valentine's Day gifts this

year, but I am just making us aware of the amount of money that is spent to express love on one special day during the year!

A more interesting fact is that this holiday has its origins in the life of a Christian martyr. Valentine was a Catholic priest, who had

also worked as a doctor and lived in the third Century AD, under the rule of the Roman emperor, Claudius II. Valentine became

famous for marrying couples during this time, even though Emperor Claudius outlawed weddings because he was recruiting lots

of men for his army and he thought that marriage would be an obstacle to them becoming soldiers. When Emperor Claudius

found out that Valentine was conducting weddings, he sent him to jail. During that time Valentine continued to express love to

others, and that love he said came from Jesus Christ. He befriended his jailer, who asked Valentine to help his blind daughter,

Julia, with her lessons. She would come to visit him in jail and he would teach her then.

Meanwhile, the emperor also came to like Valentine and said he would set him free and pardon him if he would renounce his

Christian faith and worship the Roman gods. Valentine refused to renounce his faith in Jesus Christ, so the emperor sentenced

him to death! Before he was killed, he wrote a last note to Julia and signed it "from your Valentine." He was beaten, stoned and

beheaded on February 14th, 270. Wow-- I would say he expressed his love fully for Jesus Christ in that way!!

Another way for you to express your love could come through the area of planned giving. You could fund a charitable gift annuity

with you and your spouse being the beneficiaries or you could fund one for another member of your family or even a friend being

the beneficiary. That would provide income for the specific beneficiaries for the rest of their lives and would also give you the

opportunity to express your love for mission partners. These mission partners include: schools, universities, seminaries and even

specific missionaries and offerings, which would receive the residuum amount from your annuity, when the Lord calls you home.

That's something to consider as you prepare for Valentine's Day this year, which is also the same day as Ash Wednesday!

If I can be of further service or help to you in funding a charitable gift annuity and expressing your love in this way, please do not

hesitate to call, email or text me. I will be happy to answer any questions and assist you regarding your gift!

Expressing Love



https://www.mpyc-abc.org/coming-soon-01


Let us pray for our new general secretary of American Baptist Churches USA, who is

the Rev. Dr. Gina Jacobs-Strain! She will begin her new duties during this month on

February 1st. Let us ask God to give her guidance, wisdom, strength, endurance,

direction and a strong faith life as she leads our national family of churches into our

next chapter of ministry.

Let us also say prayers of thanksgiving for Rev. Dr. C. Jeff Woods, who has served as

our general secretary for the past number of years while the search committee has

been meeting, planning and interviewing candidates for the position. We are grateful

for his ministry!

Might we also pray and ask the Holy Spirit to guide and help all of our national leaders

in the office of the general secretary. May they all work together well for the good of

our churches, our regions and our denomination of American Baptists! As the scripture

says:"Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; Let your good Spirit lead me on

level ground." Psalm 143:10 (NASB)

MPYC Flyer

MPYC Postcard

Bulletin Inserts

MPYC Video

MPYC Website

https://www.mpyc-abc.org/_files/ugd/9b26fb_f2bc3d40a7ae457ebf7562d1a2672436.pdf
https://www.mpyc-abc.org/_files/ugd/9b26fb_370a73baf89b495b992bd303a02deb01.pdf
https://www.mpyc-abc.org/_files/ugd/9b26fb_91359069a7494ceba469d416ab4bdc45.pdf
https://youtu.be/9S9lDNz9ffw?si=Yo9mqkyrfPT9V1nI
https://www.mpyc-abc.org/


Keynote Speaker: Mary Shannon  

Plan now to attend. You will have a 'crazy' fun
time and be uplifted by our keynote speaker. 

Begin to invite your family and friends!

ABW ZOOM MEET AND GREET
Thursday, February 15, 2024 7:00 PM CST

Please join us for a Zoom Meet and Greet with Susan

Harding, Director of the Cordova Christian Community

Center, Cordova, AK. The center is currently one of the

recipients of the 2023-24 ABWMCR Region wide Project.

Registration is required. For more information, or

questions, please contact Melissa Newberry (ABWMCR

Project Associate) at revnewberry@yahoo.com 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYuf-qoqz0qHNX_mO9w3iFs755zyLLnXrmc
mailto:revnewberry@yahoo.com


https://form.jotform.com/jenniferschneider293/abccr-camping-2024


MEET THE DIRECTOR

Fun Facts:

All About Me

Favorite Camp Memory

Favorite Camp Activity:

Hello friends! My name is Morgan! I have
been doing camp with the ABCCR for 6

years! I have directed high school,
middle school, and junior camps. I really

LOVE camp. I currently serve as the
Communications and Finance

Administrator for the ABCCR. I am the
oldest of 6 siblings. I love to kayak, play

volleyball, take walks with my cat,
Ferguson, and bake. I love bees,

butterflies, and flowers. I have a Top 10
list for everything. I am a bone cancer
survivor and an above knee, left leg
amputee. Finding new ways to make

camp inclusive for everyone with
different limitations is a fun challenge. A
Come to camp and be with people who
love Jesus and will love and support you.

White Memorial
High School Camp

Morgan Bandy

Favorite Scripture

Cow Tongue Football

During my first year of high school
camp, I was giving my testimony and I

said, “I’m loud and have a big
personality” and one of the campers

yelled, “AMEN!” I love when my campers
come back years later to be camp staff.
Its’ so much fun to watch as they learn
to love Christ and become disciples. Matthew 28: 19-20

Second Favorite Movie:
Steel Magnolias

Favorite Nickname:
Moses or Mama Mo

Road trip Snack:
Tropical Red Bull and cherry sours

Must Have Camp Accessory:
Wild sunglasses for every day of camp












