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The Central Region, along with First Baptist Church of Garden City, Kansas and First

Baptist Church of Ottawa, Kansas were overjoyed to welcome two new pastors to the

Central Region, celebrated with an installation service. The last weekend of July was a

busy weekend, fi l led with celebration. 

Rev. Steven Mills was installed as pastor at First Baptist Church of Garden City on

Saturday, July 26, 2025. Pastor Steven Mills has devoted his l ife to ministry from an

early age, beginning as a gifted pianist in churches throughout Topeka and Wichita.

His passion for worship and evangelism led him to serve in the worship department at

Victory City Church in Topeka, later becoming the Minister of Music and Evangelism

at Love Fellowship Church. In 2019, he was called to New Life Baptist Church in

Topeka, where he faithfully served as Director of Music and Media Ministries. Pastor

Mills also contributed his musical talents to First Baptist Church in Hutchinson before

receiving a divine call to pastoral leadership, where he continues to lead with vision,

compassion, and a heart for God’s people.

Rev. Joy Martinez- Marshall was installed as pastor of First Baptist Church of Ottawa

on Sunday, July 27, 2025. Joy grew up in The Colony, TX. She holds a B.A. in Religion

from Baylor University and a M.Div. from George W. Truett Theological Seminary. In

Waco, TX where she served as a Student Life Minister. Before serving at FBC Ottawa,

Joy pastored in Lincoln, NE where she served as the Vice President of the Faith

Coalition of Lancaster County. Joy is on the Board of Directors for Baptist Women in

Ministry. She is committed to helping the local church partner with what God is

already doing in the neighborhood while encouraging creative ministry.
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2025 Annual Gathering 
The 2025 American Baptist Churches of the Central Region (ABCCR) Annual Gathering is

scheduled to take place at First Baptist Church of Salina, Kansas. The theme for this year’s

gathering is “Together at the Table” with our theme verse coming from Luke 14: 12-15.

The keynote speaker at this year’s Annual Gathering is Rev. Jacquline “Jackie” L. Saxon.

Jackie currently serves as the Executive Minister for Mid-American Baptist Churches (MABC)

and resides in Des Moines, Iowa. She is a gifted leader with proven competencies in

administration, pastoral care, financial management, preaching, and public speaking, to name

a few. Her colleagues and friends greatly appreciate her creativity, humor, imagination,

teamwork, and collegiality.

In the next few pages you will f ind an in-depth biography for Rev. Saxon, a schedule of

events, hotel and lodging options in Salina, and an invitation to join others for the Women in

Ministry lunch following the gathering on Saturday. You will also find a list of items for the

mission project. This year’s mission project is for the Salina Rescue Mission. There are paper

and online registrations for individual registrations as well as childcare registrations. 

Please look for information about workshops and other details in the coming weeks. We look

forward to the fellowship and spiritual growth this gathering will bring. Plan ahead, register

now, and secure your accommodations early.

Individual
Registration

Childcare
Registration

Links to online Individual
and Childcare Registration

https://form.jotform.com/251034862786160
https://form.jotform.com/251034862786160
https://form.jotform.com/251034862786160
https://form.jotform.com/251545071264150
https://form.jotform.com/251545071264150
https://form.jotform.com/251545071264150








2025 ABCCR Annual Gathering Individual Registration Form 

Registration and Checks can be sent to ABCCR: 5889 SW 29th St. Topeka, KS 66614 

 
September 25, 2025 - Ministers Council Meeting and Dinner
September 26-27, 2025 Annual Gathering
First Baptist Church of Salina, 843 Lewis Ave. Salina, KS 67401 

Please complete a separate registration form for each person 

First and Last Name*____________________________________________________________ 
Print your name as you want it to appear on your name tag 

Phone*_____________________________Email*_____________________________________ 
example@example.com 

Address*______________________________________________________________________ 

City*_______________________________ State*_______________ Zip*_________________ 

Are you a delegate from your church? * Yes ◯ No ◯ 

Church Name*___________________________ City*_______________________ 

REGISTRATION FEES 
Individual Registration $65 (Includes dinner for Friday night) 

MEALS 
Thursday Ministers Council Dinner: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls, Cookie 
Friday Lunch: Soup and Salad 
Friday Dinner: Pasta Bar 

Choose Your Meals 
◯ Thursday Clergy and Spouse Dinner (Free) 
◯ Thursday Clergy and Spouse Dinner (Non-Clergy) $15 
◯ Friday Lunch $10 
◯ Friday Dinner Included with registration 
◯ Saturday Morning Camping Conversation with Refreshments $5 

Dietary Restrictions 
◯ Vegetarian ◯ Gluten Free ◯ Diabetic 

mailto:example@example.com


2025 ABCCR Annual Gathering Childcare Registration Form 

Childcare for Friday– $50 
Friday childcare will be provided from 8:00 AM- 5:30 PM, lunch and dinner are included in the cost of
childcare. Childcare will not be provided during dinner or the evening session. 

Child's Age*__________________ 

Childcare for Saturday– $12 
Saturday childcare will be provided from 8:00 AM- 12:00 PM, no meals are provided. 

Child's Grade*__________________ 

Registration and Checks can be sent to ABCCR: 5889 SW 29th St. Topeka, KS 66614 

Address*______________________________________________________________________ 

City*_______________________________ State*_______________ Zip*_________________ 

Church Name*________________________________ City*____________________________ 

Parent’s Name*_________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number*_____________________________Email*______________________________ 
example@example.com 

Emergency Contact Name*_______________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Phone*_______________________Relationship to Child*______________ 

 
September 26-27, 2025 Annual Gathering
First Baptist Church of Salina, 843 Lewis Ave. Salina, KS 67401 

Please complete a separate registration form for each person 

Child's Name*__________________________________________________________________ 

Childcare Registration 

◯ 

◯ 

mailto:example@example.com


MEDICAL 
Allergies 

Registration and Checks can be sent to ABCCR: 5889 SW 29th St. Topeka, KS 66614 

Consent for Emergency Medical Care for a Minor: By signing this form, I hereby authorize the 
Kansas Baptist Convention, Inc. also known as the American Baptist Churches of the Central 
Region and First Baptist Church of Salina, Ks to consent to any medical care and treatment for 
my child that is recommended by a licensed healthcare provider to whom the Child is presented 
for treatment. To ensure that the Child receives prompt medical care and treatment, when 
necessary, I hereby release any licensed health care provider providing medical care to the Child 
in reliance of this form from liability relating to such provider's acceptance of my substitute 
caregiver's consent. 

If you consent, sign your name here:________________________________________________ 

I, the undersigned individual, grant American Baptist Churches of the Central Region (ABCCR 
located at 5889 SW 29th St, Topeka, Kansas, and First Baptist Church of Salina, KS the perpetual, 
non-exclusive, royalty-free right and license to: Record my participation and appearance on 
digital or film photography, video, audio or any other medium. Use my name (or any fictional 
name), likeness, voice, and biographical material and information in connection with these 
recordings to be used only in or for ABCCR written, electronic and web publications, including 
social media and apps to be used for the promotional material, multimedia and publication 
purposes of the American Baptist Churches of the Central Region. To Reproduce, distribute, 
publicly display, and/or publicly perform, in print, electronic, or any other medium, copies of the 
recordings, in whole or in part. Grantor represents that he or she possesses all rights necessary 
to grant this permission for and in connection. I am voluntarily making this grant of rights. I 
further agree to release and forever discharge ABCCR, its agents, employees, and designated 
representatives from any and all claims in law or equity that I, my heirs, or personal 
representatives have or shall have arising out of recordings. I am the parent or guardian of the 
minor named above and have the legal authority to execute the above release. I approve and 
waive any rights in this release. 

If you consent, sign your name here:________________________________________________ 

Is there anything else we need to know? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 







The one who penned Ecclesiastes reminds us that to everything there is a season and purposes under

heaven, here on this earth. One of my favorite meteorological seasons is fall .  Granted, while this particular

time in the Midwest differs from those on various continents, the arrival of such is inevitable. There is really

no debate as to whether it will arrive or not. In due time and with a non-restricted approach, seasons will ,  in

fact, change. That is the rhythm our Creator set into motion, and it has not varied from its commencement. 

With each passing year, and with the opportunity to peruse what I have experienced during my lifetime, I

have discovered that l ife can be marked by seasons as well .  Granted, it may not mimic the pattern of nature.

Yet, there is something to be learned from this truth that can serve as mile markers for our journey.

Perhaps the first aspect in recognizing such is to recognize such. This is great exercise for reflection,

lessons learned, and experiences acquired. Doing so can create a space for God to unveil answers to

questions you almost forgot that you had asked. This can also be a productive tool if you are looking for a

way to measure your spiritual growth and see God’s presence tucked in the middle. 

The second aspect in recognizing such is to realize that seasons have their own timetable. Whether it is

something of your own choosing, or something that choose you, all take on a different pattern and two are

never identical. This is where God meets us, where Christ is our companion and where the Holy Spirit can do

some of the most transformative work. 

 

The third aspect in recognizing such is to realize that the arrival of a new season is rarely within our ideal

timeframe. Oh, how life would have turned out distinctly different if somehow, we could truly decide the who,

what, where and when. And within that, we would never experience the value of it truly being worth the wait.

We would also never come to a place where we trusted more in who God is than what God can do for us or

others. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, I would invite you to pause and consider the movement of our l ives

through the lens of seasons. I would also invite you to inquire of the Lord where and how He has been at

work in the everyday rhythm of your l ife. And finally, I would invite you to pay attention to the reliable

pattern of spring, summer, fall and winter as an everlasting promise of God’s unwavering faithfulness. 

The Rhythm of seasons
REV. MELISSA NEWBERRY, ABCCR EVENT COORDINATOR



The family of Wayne and Julie Paulsen invite you to join them in celebrating the 60th Anniversary of their

marriage. They were married at Prairie Baptist Church in Overland Park, Kansas, on August 15th, 1965. If

you are geographically close in the area, we invite you to attend a reception on August 16th from 2-4 p.m.

at Prairie Homestead, 1605 W. May St. in Wichita, Kansas, where they have been living for the past 7 years.

The reception will be held in the main building's Garden Room.  

If time and/or distance prohibit you from attending, we kindly ask if you would participate in a card shower

for them. You may send a card to the above address in care of them or at their private address:

Wayne & Julie Paulsen

1613 W. May St. ,  Apt. 4

Wichita, KS 67213

Thank you for your friendship with them through the years, either past or present, as you have been a

support and comfort to them. They often speak of the churches where they served and the many fond

memories they have. They will be thril led to hear from you!

 Wayne and Julie Paulsen’s 
60  anniversaryth



Planned Giving
HELPING YOU TO GIVE GENEROUSLY, 

REV. TIM SCHWARTZ 

KBCF DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING

913-424-9939/ 785-272-7622

TIMMANS39@GMAIL.COM 

TIM.SCHWARTZ@ABCCR.ORG 

When August rolls around for many of us we think about going back to school, especially if you are a grade

school, middle school or high school student or the parents of one of them. Maybe you are going to college,

graduate school or even technical school? A lot of students, no matter their age, get excited about going

back to school. But for some this year, they will not be going back to school, especially if they were

students at Bacone College. On their official website, it says that they will not be enroll ing students until

further notice.

Bacone College has been a part of the central region and the Kansas plan for a long time, and it has also

been a place that an annuitant could choose to send the remainder amount from their gift annuity to provide

funding support to the school. That is why I am writing this article now.

I think it is important that we take a moment to look at the history of this pioneering and transformative

college that has educated, touched and changed the lives of many over the past 140 plus years.

Bacone was founded in 1880 as the Indian University, by missionary Almon C. Bacone. It began with three

students in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. The Muskogee Nation granted 160 Acres in 1881 for the college's

permanent location. John D Rockefeller provided funding through a donation to erect the first building on

the campus there in 1885. The building was named Rockefeller Hall ,  in honor of him and his family's gift . 

Twenty-five years later, in 1910, the institution was renamed Bacone College to honor its founder, Mr. Almon

Bacone. In 1935, the college established the school of Indian Art. It became a significant center for Native

American art, that has been led by such prestigious directors as Acee Blue Eagle, Woody Crunbo, Terry Saul,

Ruthe Blalock Jones, Tony Tiger & Michael Elizondo Jr.  

Bacone College has had partnerships with several Oklahoma tribes, including the United Keetoowah Band of

Cherokee Indians, Osage Nation, and Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes. It has had a long-standing commitment

to serving Native American students throughout its history.

In recent years it has also shared another commitment to educate students from other countries that have

settled here in the Midwest, especially those from the country of Myanmar, formerly known as Burma.  

Some of you who are reading this are former students, faculty and staff of this beloved Institution. Some of

you are alumni of the school and others might be former financial supporters, volunteers and prayer

partners for the college. You have been a part of the Bacone College family for many years and it is

important to honor and acknowledge that!

My own connection with Bacone College came not as a student, alumni, or staff person, but as a volunteer.

When I served at Bethel Neighborhood Center, 15 years ago this spring, the program director, Rakmi Shaiza,

and I led a group of middle school and junior high students to serve as volunteers for a few days there,

during the Spring Break of 2010. It was shortly before that time they had bought the motel there and turned

it into a dormitory for their students. Our group of around 15 students stayed there while we were

volunteering. What did we get to do, you ask? We helped out with a variety of cleaning and maintenance

projects, but the main work that we did was scraping all of the metal frame, stairwells and steps on the

building. Then we followed up by giving those areas a fresh coat of paint. And if my memory serves me well ,

we also painted lines in the parking lot as well .



Our students had a great time, just getting out of Kansas City, Kansas, and getting to know each other

better, working together as a team and sharing times of prayer, devotions and reflections on each day that

we were there.

I remember how hospitable, welcoming and gracious the staff and workers were there and I felt l ike they had

opened their community to us and welcomed us into their family! I think and hope that it was a life-changing

trip for many of our students. That spiritual and Christian connection began then but continues even now

today.

There will be more to come in this continuing story, so we wait and pray. If you wish to share a personal

story about your connection to Bacone College, please come over and visit with me at the Kansas Baptist

Convention Foundation table at the Annual Gathering in Salina, and I will be delighted, eager and interested

in your stories. 

If you are interested in funding a charitable gift annuity with the foundation, for as little as a thousand

dollars, please contact me about that and I will be happy to help you in that process. There are a myriad of

mission partners, institutions, missionaries, offerings and mission centers that you can direct your

remainder amount to, when your time on earth is completed. If you have any other questions about an

annuity that you have already funded as well ,  please don't hesitate to contact me and I will do my very best

to provide you with an answer.



In this new month of August, let us pray for our Executive Minister, Rev. Dr. Gregg LJ Hemmen, as he

prepares to go on sabbatical at the end of this month.

First, let us offer prayers of thanksgiving to God for Gregg's seven years of ministry so far in the Central

Region. Let us also thank God for the many aspects of Gregg's l ife including honesty, integrity, humility,

wisdom, faith, and leadership.

Might we ask Jesus to guide and direct Gregg during this time away so that he might receive spiritual

renewal, rejuvenation, and refreshment. Let's also pray that the Lord would bless all of Gregg's family

and help Gregg to be an even better husband, father, son, brother, and family member.

As he receives this sacred and special time away, let us pray that the Holy Spirit would give Gregg new

insight, wisdom and understanding during this reflective and quiet sabbatical journey. May Gregg

experience what David wrote about in the 23rd psalm–” he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes

my soul. “ Psalm 23: 2b--3a (NIV)







National ABW Events







Each year, during the months of September and October, churches across our region and

beyond set aside intentional time to focus on global mission through the World Mission

Offering (WMO). This annual initiative, coordinated in partnership with International Ministries

(IM), invites us to be part of God’s transformative work around the world.

International Ministries is a historic cross-cultural mission agency with deep roots in the

global mission movement. Through the WMO, churches of all sizes can actively participate in

ministry alongside IM global servants—supporting them through prayer, financial gifts, and

shared advocacy.

In 2025, we are highlighting the tangible impact that local churches can have when they

partner with IM. From caring for immigrants and refugees, to empowering vulnerable women

and children, to educating students in places like Mexico, these ministries are bringing hope

and healing in Christ’s name.



 HOW ARE WMO GIFTS USED? 
WMO giftsareused formissionprogramsupport (global servant, international partner, and other

ministry support), for administrative support, and for development costs. 

WHAT ELSE WILL MY WMO GIFTS DO? 
As the body of Christ, we respond together to the needsaround the world—when everyone

contributes, no one group carries the full burden of expense. IM does not ask global servants

to raise all of the funds they need but comes alongside them in financial support as well as in

ministry. When personalized funding falls short, WMO gifts fill the gap and keep global servants

in their country of service. WMO gifts support global servants with training and pastoral care,

enable us to address crises when they arise, and so much more. Giving to the WMO is the best

way to make sure that you support all of IM’s ministries.

WHAT IS THE WORLD MISSION OFFERING (WMO)? 

WHAT ABOUT MY GIFTS TO SPECIFIC GLOBAL SERVANTS? 
Allpersonalized globalservantsupportistargetedfortheglobalservantsandkeepsthem in

their ministries. 

Questions? Email wmo@internationalministries.org or call 610-768-2311 to speak with someone 

on our development team.

Each year through International Ministries’ World Mission Offering, thousands of

churches and individuals come together to promote and support ministries that God

is using to transform the world. We want you to join in, too! 

Many of our partner churches will dedicate time in September and October to use our 

free World Mission Offering promotional resources (available in print and through 

www.worldmissionoffering.org) to make it easy to share stories of God at work through 

global mission. Build excitement for mission in your congregation! Some churches will take a 

one-time offering for world mission during this time, and many others make monthly recurring 

gifts to the WMO. 

As one pastor described his church’s involvement in the WMO, “God allows us to participate in 

what he is doing, which blesses our church and inspires us to get involved in our own mission 

activities where we live and beyond.” 

Join with us, as we work cross-culturally to invite people to become disciples of Jesus 

Christ and to proclaim, through both word and deed, God’s reign of justice, peace, 

and abundant life for all creation.

1003 W 9th Ave, Ste A, King of Prussia, PA 19406 | internationalministries.org




