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 FOCUS is a newsletter published 
  for professional church leaders 
  in the Central Region, and it is 
  distributed monthly.  It is on the    
  Region website, 
  https://abccr.org/.
  The deadline for FOCUS is the 
   fi rst  of the month of publication.
  A variation in content and format 
  is  required for copy to be printed 
   in two  or more successive issues.

       American Baptist Churches
       of the Central Region
       5833 S.W. 29th St., Ste. A
       Topeka, KS 66614-5505
     katherine.cunningham@abccr.org

       785/272-7622
      https://abccr.org/

Follow your Region staff on the ABC 
Central Region Facebook page as 
they provide information on resourc-
es and services, as well as events 
and happenings across our Region 
— https://www.facebook.com/ABC-
CRegion/

Check our ABC Central Region 
Twitter link — https://twitter.com/
ABCCRegion

Please like and share the posts 
made on these Central Region 
social media accounts to help us 
spread the news!
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January Is a Time of New Beginnings!

Many make New Year’s resolutions only to forget about them 
within a few weeks (or days).  For me, it’s just better to ask God every 
morning what He has planned for me to do.  That way I don’t have to 
try to remember what “I” decided that I should do in the new year.
 For the last eleven years I have tried to remind all of us that 
God didn’t create us to be secure self-protective hoarders, but to 
become the conduit through which his generosity fl ows!  I know that 
many plan on how much they can leave their children and grandchil-
dren, but if we are being truly good stewards of all that God has given 
us to manage for Him, shouldn’t we consider leaving something to 
many people so they can pass it on to others rather than just to our 
family?  As Christians, we want to give with a greater impact, because 
God’s world is bigger than just our family. 
 However, you can do both with a Charitable Gift Annuity.  You 
can make the donation to the Kansas Baptist Convention Foundation, 
Inc. and they will give a designated amount to your child or grandchild 
or great grandchild each year during his/her lifetime (amount is deter-
mined by age) and then the gift will be distributed to the ABC minis-
tries that you have designated.  It’s a win-win situation!
 Rev. Tim Schwartz will be the Director of Planned Giving now, 
so please contact him about how you can best use the fi nancial bless-
ings that God has given you to manage.   I am still available for any 
help that I might be able to give you, but Tim will be the offi cial repre-
sentative of the Foundation.
Thank you for all your support for all these years.  I have greatly 
appreciated your encouraging words and your investments in our 
ministries.   
Remember, if your church has some extra funds, they can be invested 
with the Foundation.  We now manage over $7,000,000 and have a 
good rate of return – much, much better than the less than 1% that 
are paid by banks.  (Sorry, no personal investments allowed)

Rev. Wilma E. Engle, retiring Director of Planned Giving
Cell 316-644-2069 
E-mail: wilmaengle10@gmail.com
6745 Interurban, Wichita, KS 67204-1323

Rev. Tim Schwartz, Director of Planned Giving
Cell: 913-424-9939   
E-mail: timmans39@gmail.com
2921 Minnesota Ave, Kansas City, KS 66102-3911  
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The AB Girls of the Central Region are so excited to announce that we will be holding our annual Praise 
WEEKEND this summer!  Please help us to get the word out to all the girls in 3rd - 12th grade to invite 
their friends and join us on July 15 - 17th!  Our theme this year is from Isaiah 64:8  “Yet you, Lord, are 
our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.”  More information about 
registration and details will be sent out in April.  Please let one of our coordinators --know if you would like 
to be included in the mailing of information. 

Cindy Fritz - cindyfritz26@gmail.com  785-820-1640
Jordan Fritz  - jordyfritz5@gmail.com  785-342-0539
Rebecca Pushee - rebeccapushee@usd475.org  785-458-2520
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Our world is growing less stable with increasing vola  lity. Extreme economic disparity, racial 
injus  ce, poli  cal destabiliza  on, distrust for ins  tu  ons...we could go on. No wonder conver-
sa  ons, research, and explora  on of vola  le, uncertain, complex, and ambiguous (VUCA) con-
di  ons is ramping up. These are some of the large-scale shi  s we are likely to see in the near 
future. All of this in a culture which was already undergoing major culture change, from the 
modern to postmodern era.
Though no one wants vola  le events to come our way more frequently, we recognize that 
trend in our common experience. So what do followers of Jesus do when VUCA condi  ons 
arise? How do we respond? What’s our spiritual perspec  ve or posture toward these kinds of 
experiences?  What does eff ec  ve church leadership look like in this kind of world?
This is the focus of the Reshaping Church Congrega  onal Leadership Collec  ve. Church leaders, 
ordained and lay, are invited to join the Collec  ve, February – June, 2022.

An  cipated Outcomes:
- A greater and more accurate understanding of our VUCA context, along with the greater un-
derstanding of how churches are responding
- Increased confi dence and competence for leading eff ec  vely during vola  le  mes
- Learning emerging church leadership prac  ces which help open the door for missional move-
ment and reshaping the church for eff ec  ve ministry during vola  le  mes
- Collabora  ve learning with other congrega  onal leaders

Ac  vi  es and Format
Three primary ac  vi  es are the heart of this Congrega  onal Leadership Collec  ve.

Monthly Online Seminar - Third Tuesdays, 1:00-2:15 p.m. (CST), February – June; Par  cipants 
will engage in an online Seminar once a month (75 minutes), facilitated by Mark Tidsworth, 
author of ReShape: Emerging Church Prac  ce In A Vola  le World.  Since March 2019, Mark has 
led numerous seminars for church leaders on emerging leadership prac  ces which open the 
door to forward progress. Each par  cipant receives a copy of the ReShape book as the text for 
this Seminar.
Coaching Group - Par  cipants engage in an online coaching group each month (90 minutes) 
with other congrega  onal leaders and a Coach. The primary ac  vity in each coaching group is 
linking emerging church prac  ces with one’s church context and considering implementa  on 
opportuni  es
Basecamp Online Pla  orm - Par  cipants are invited to join us on Basecamp, an online place to 
collabora  vely learn and share emerging church prac  ces.
Par  cipa  on Fee is $250 per church.  This fee includes an unlimited number of clergy or lay 
leaders from each congrega  on and a book for each par  cipant.  The par  cipa  on fee is subsi-
dized by the Thriving Congrega  ons Ini  a  ve of the Lilly Endowment.

Registra  on has been extended and is now open un  l February 7, 2022.
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6645360/Reshaping-Church-in-a-Volatile-World-Congregational-Leadership-Collective

For more informa  on:
Jessica C. Williams
Director of Alumni Engagement and Lifelong Learning
Program Director, Reshaping Church: Thriving Congrega  ons
jwilliams@cbts.edu
(913) 667-5708
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As I think and pray about our ABW Ministries Summer Conference, I am fi lled with awe!  God is so good!!  Today I was thinking about 
whether or not I really understood the new slogan, “Let the Walls Fall Down.”  I remembered when I was compiling the Luther Rice 
Booklet that I sent emails to various leaders requesting more information be placed on the national website so it could be included in 
the directory.  However, it wasn’t there by publication time.  So, today I am sitting and like a light bulb was turned on, I thought about 
the national website.  Well, right there it was!  Everything I had been wanting for the continued planning of our summer conference.  
I’m so excited to be with my friends once again on June 3 - 4.  I am missing you!

The conference committee has met via Zoom and email since early September.  The committee exists of Mona Huggins, Claire Bolton, 
Melissa Newberry, Alice Gruber, Rita Siglin,
Danica Kitch, Lois Chiles, Lory Herrick, Linda Callaway, Jessica Henks, and Shirley Fair.
Our keynote speaker will be Dr. Pam Durso, CBTS.  Global servants presenting workshops and sharing their stories are Kyle and 
Katrina Williams, on home assignment from Thailand.

Here’s a few things related to conference that you might like to know:
The theme will be  “Reshaping in His Image”
It will be held in Salina at FBC
The committee is looking at motels in the area for a discounted rate
We need one more workshop related to Mission and Service.  If you know of someone or would like to share a workshop, please get in 
contact with a committee member.
Please apply for a H.A.M. scholarship if you are a fi rst time attendee.  Applications may be found on the abwmcr.org website.
Registration forms will be publicized by April 1.
Registration fee is $90 for the full conference.

I truly pray you are making plans to attend the summer conference.  At the time of writing, there are many people sick with fl u and/or 
Covid, both in hospital and at home.  The committee’s prayer focus is that you will be protected against these viruses and that we all 
may join together in person on June 3 in Salina.  Blessings to each person reading these words.

Mona Huggins
2022 Conference Associate
huggins.mona@gmail.com


