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The region’s 4Ten leadership group wrapped up their third and final event for the year at First Baptist

Church of McPherson. At the third event the students take the things they learned from the past year

and put them to work by serving in certain aspects of worship. Throughout the year the students

learned about what it means to be a disciple of Jesus and how to use their gifts and strengths to serve

in their schools, churches, and communities in a way that exemplifies the Lord and builds the kingdom.

Rev. Jennifer Schneider, Associate Executive Minister for the region, Morgan Aspinwall, region staff,

David Vandiver, a former YLC student, and Trent Kasson, 4Ten graduate and intern at FBC McLouth

serve as the leaders. We have two returning students, Emily Prater from FBC Hays and Mackenzie

Moore from Garden Plain Community Church. The students new to the group are Joshua Delgado from

FBC Herington, Aiden Pattison from FBC McPherson, and Wesley Rains from FBC Olathe. This group

has been amazing to work with. They each possess such unique gifts and skills. During service at FBC

McPherson, Mackenzie Moore and David Vandiver used their musical talents to bring special music

during communion. Trent and Joshua, who have such inviting spirits served communion. Emily and

Wesley tag teamed in preaching on what it means to love your neighbor, their words were deliberative

and insightful. Aiden Pattison closed the service with a thoughtful and uplifting benediction.

At the end of each year the students have an opportunity to go on a mission trip. The 4Ten group will

be traveling to Kodiak, AK in June where they will use their gifts to graciously serve at Kodiak Baptist

Mission. Please be in prayer for the group and the work they will do. Applications for the 2025-2026

4Ten group will open this summer.
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News from Central Seminary
Join us for an Open House to explore Central’s new main

campus.

Our new space of 9,000 square feet includes classrooms,

a library, prayer and reflection space, faculty and staff

offices, and other shared work spaces. It is the perfect

space for a global seminary in the 21st century that hosts

both in-person and virtual classes.

This in-person event is at: 8620 W. 110th Street, Suite

200, Overland Park, KS 66210

Saturday, March 15, 2:00-4:00pm (CT) for a tour and

refreshments.

RSVP Here

Join us for a virtual screening and discussion

of Central ’s new 3-part video series on Cultural

Competency in Congregational Leadership.

Topics covered will include Preaching, Pastoral

Care, and Hospitality and Welcoming.  

Thanks to the generosity of the video

participants and the Henry Luce Foundation,

we are proud to present this video series as a

tool for congregations as they shape their own

future in a multicultural world.

Wednesday, March 12, 2025 

7:00 PM Central Time 

Pre-register for this free event here

https://cbts.dm.networkforgood.com/forms/open-house-rsvp
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/Bm3QInlnQPqIff742jRgSQ


CLICK HERE TO APPLY

https://mcusercontent.com/ef60d7092a4df22488c5e5c11/files/9faaeecc-7429-8fab-7a11-1515060447e6/2025_Opportunity_Scholarship_Application.pdf


Planned Giving
HELPING YOU TO GIVE GENEROUSLY, 

REV. TIM SCHWARTZ 

KBCF DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING

913-424-9939/ 785-272-7622

TIMMANS39@GMAIL.COM 

TIM.SCHWARTZ@ABCCR.ORG 

Recently one of our donors, who has funded a couple of charitable gift annuities previously, asked me if the

gift annuity rates were going up? I responded “no” because they are not going up at this point in time.

Some people may wonder if the interest rates for charitable gift annuities are connected to the interest rate

from the Federal Reserve Bank of the United States? They are not connected. The Federal Reserve board

meets eight times a year, considering aspects of our national economy and then decides whether to raise

interest rates, lower interest rates or do what they did at this past meeting. They did not change the interest

rates this time so they kept them stable at between 4.25% and 4.5%. Now if you were investing in a

commercial annuity, that would generally be affected by the work of the Federal Reserve, but not with a

charitable gift annuity.

As you will remember from reading previous articles that I have written, a charitable gift annuity is not the

same as a commercial annuity. It is a split interest gift . What that means is that a portion of the gift

donated goes to the beneficiary each year for the rest of their l ife and the remaining portion or the residuum

goes to the charity or mission partners of the donor's choice. You can fund a gift annuity, but the interest

rate depends on the age of the beneficiary, which is the person receiving the financial gift each year. A

donor could choose himself or herself as a beneficiary and if they are a couple who decide to fund a gift

annuity for themselves, then there is a separate interest rate for two lives, which is based on a second rate

table. If the donor chooses to fund the gift annuity and wants the gift to go to another family member or

friend, then the interest rate depends on their age.

So, for example, if you are 75 years old and wish to fund a gift annuity, choosing yourself as the beneficiary,

then the interest rate for you would be 7.0%. If you are age 76, then the interest rate would be 7.2% and if

you are 77 years old, then the interest rate would be 7.4% and so on and so on. Also, just so you understand,

if you are funding a gift annuity and the beneficiary is a child instead whose age is between 5 and 11 years

old then the interest rate for them would be 3.8%.

For many years, charities and nonprofits set their own interest rates for charitable gift annuities, but in

1927 the American Council on Gift Annuities was formed and it became a 501c3 non-profit in 1993. The

council on gift annuities sets the interest rates for charitable gift annuities in our nation. The council does

change the rates from time to time based on economic factors but they do not change them regularly or

often like the Federal Reserve does. The rate model has historically tended to suggest a rate change no

more frequently then once every one or two years. 

So while the rates are not going up right now, the good news is that as you grow older and wiser and more

mature, the rates do go up. That is one benefit or perk to aging! So whether you are 18 or 81 years old, you

can fund a charitable gift annuity that will f inancially bless you for the rest of your l ife and provide a

generous gift to a church, ministry, missionary or other mission partner of your choice.  

If this is something you wish to do, please contact me at your earliest convenience and I will be happy to

help you fund a charitable gift annuity. The minimum amount required is $1,000, but you can give much

more than that if you so desire. Please call ,  email , text or leave me a voicemail and I will be delighted to

assist you with your wonderful gift !



That l ist of resolutions that I made up earlier was just a standard list of many things that

people want to change. Stil l ,  if you are interested in the last two items on the list, I can help

you with that. If you wish to fund a charitable gift annuity in this new year, I can assist you

in that way. The benefits of funding a charitable gift annuity are at least three fold or triune,

in my opinion. If you want to fund a gift annuity with $1,000, $10,000 or even $100,000,

then you can receive those three benefits or blessings. Just to be clear you can give any

amount you wish, but the minimum gift is $1,000.

The first is that a portion of the gift comes back to you, if you list yourself as the

beneficiary. You can also include your spouse in that as well ,  which is called a two–life

annuity. Based on the amount of the gift and the age or ages of the beneficiaries, a certain

percentage of this split interest gift comes back to you in a payment that you will receive ti l l

the end of your l ife.

The second benefit will help you accomplish your resolution to give more money to missions

and the church because you can choose the mission partners that your remainder amount

will help when the Lord calls you home. These mission partners can include your home

church, another church, a variety of offerings and a myriad of mission partners including

American Baptist institutions, our Home Mission Society, International Ministries and

individual missionaries that serve around the globe through I M.  

The third benefit will help you accomplish that last item on the resolution list, which is to

save on taxes. You will receive an income tax deduction based on the amount given to fund

the gift annuity that corresponds to the remainder amount given to the mission partners of

your choice. This amount is calculated by our planned giving software. Also, if you have

appreciated stock and wish to use that to fund a charitable gift annuity, not only will you

receive an income tax deduction, but you will receive a capital gains tax deduction based

upon the amount of stock that you are using to fund the annuity. So that could be a win-win

situation for you as well !

I  guess there is really a fourth benefit as well because you will receive the satisfaction, joy

and good feeling of knowing that you have helped a variety of mission partners to care for

others and announce the good news of God's Kingdom, Jesus’ love and the Holy Spirit 's

presence to help many more people become a part of the family of God!

If you are interested in funding a charitable gift annuity, please get a hold of me by phone or

email and I will be happy to help you fund your annuity and benefit others in the process. I

pray that God's grace and strength will be upon you as you work on your resolutions or

choose another way to make changes in your l ife!



REGISTER HERE

https://www.abwmcr.org/abgirls


In today's digital age, technology plays a crucial role in staying connected, accessing information, and

enjoying entertainment. For seniors at Prairie Homestead, embracing technology literacy opens doors to new

opportunities for communication, learning, and engagement. In this article, we'l l highlight the importance of

technology literacy and provide practical ways for seniors to use smartphones, tablets, and social media for

staying connected and entertained.

The Importance of Technology Literacy:

Technology literacy is more than just knowing how to use a smartphone or tablet—it's about understanding

how these devices can enhance our l ives. For seniors at Prairie Homestead, technology literacy empowers

them to stay connected with loved ones, access valuable resources, and enjoy entertainment options

tailored to their interests.

Practical Ways to Use Technology:

Smartphones and Tablets:1.

Communication: Seniors can use smartphones and tablets for various communication purposes, such as

making calls, sending text messages, and video chatting with family and friends.

Information Access: These devices provide access to a wealth of information through the internet,

allowing seniors to research topics of interest, read news articles, and explore educational resources.

Entertainment: Smartphones and tablets offer numerous entertainment options, from streaming movies

and music to playing games and reading e-books.

Social Media:2.

Connection: Social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram enable seniors to connect with

friends, family, and peers at Prairie Homestead and beyond. They can share updates, photos, and

memories, fostering meaningful connections and relationships.

Interest Groups: Many social media platforms feature groups and communities centered around specific

interests or hobbies. Seniors can join these groups to connect with like-minded individuals, share

experiences, and participate in discussions.

Tips for Seniors Getting Started with Technology:

Start Small : Begin by familiarizing yourself with the 1.

basic functions of your smartphone or tablet, such as 

making calls, sending messages, and browsing the 

internet. Take your time and don't be afraid to ask for 

help if needed.

 

  2. Attend Workshops :  Prairie Homestead may offer 

technology workshops or classes specifically tailored to 

seniors. These sessions cover topics like smartphone 

basics, internet safety, and social media etiquette, 

providing a supportive learning environment.

  3. Practice Regularly: Like any skil l ,  becoming 

proficient with technology requires practice. Set aside 

time each day to explore your device, experiment with 

different apps and features and gradually build your 

confidence.

Prairie Homestead
nAVIGATING THE DIGITAL wORLD: Technology Tips for Seniors



  4. Stay Safe Online: Prairie Homestead emphasizes internet safety and encourages seniors to practice

good online habits, such as using strong passwords, avoiding suspicious links or emails, and being cautious

when sharing personal information.

Embracing Technology at Prairie Homestead:

Prairie Homestead encourages seniors to embrace technology as a tool for staying connected, informed, and

entertained. With support from staff and fellow residents, seniors can confidently navigate the digital world

and enjoy the benefits of technology literacy.

Ready to explore the possibil it ies of technology and stay connected with loved ones at Prairie Homestead?

Contact us today at yvonne@prairiehomestead.org or visit our website at prairiehomestead.org to learn more

about our community and available resources.

Embrace the digital world and experience the many benefits of technology literacy at Prairie Homestead. We

look forward to welcoming you to our vibrant community!

Prairie Homestead
nAVIGATING THE DIGITAL wORLD: Technology Tips for Seniors



Let us pray for the America for Christ offering that supports our American Baptist Home

Mission Society, which helps to provide funds for Bethel Neighborhood Center, Murrow Indian

children's home and Rainbow Acres, just to name a few of our mission partners that it

supports.

Let us pray for all the marginalized,needy, poor, homeless, hungry and disadvantaged people

that this offering will help through our churches across the country.

Let us pray and ask the Holy Spirit to give us wisdom and discernment about how much we

should give to support these missions and help others come to know Christ.

Their theme scripture this year is: “be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each

other, just as in Christ God forgive you.”

Ephesians 4:32. (NIV)



















2025 Senior adult retreat 

Handbells with Jan Smith

Craft Class led by Janet Crow

Spiritual Gifts with John Williams

Choir led by Bob Artz and Ruth Clark 

All Group Bible Study with Waylon Upchego

Walking with Jesus led by Mike Justice & Jerry Neeley

Best Western – Angus Inn

2920 10th Street

620-792-3541

Complimentary Breakfast

Days Inn

4701 10th Street

620-792-8235

Complimentary Breakfast

Holiday Inn

3821 10th Street

620-603-6565

Complimentary Breakfast

Workshops

Lodging and Hotels

Super 8 by Wyndham

911 Grant Street

620-910-9523

Complimentary Breakfast

Travelodge

3200 10th Street

620-792-7219

No Breakfast mentioned on website

Quality Inn

3500 10th Street

620-793-8486

Complimentary Breakfast



ABCCR SENIOR ADULT RETREAT
April 23-24, 2025 

Central Baptist Church, 3301 Lakin Ave., Great Bend, KS 67530

Guest Speaker, Rev. Dr. Robin Stoops 

Theme: “Centered in Christ” Scripture: Ephesians 3:16-19 (NRSVUE) 

First Time to Attend the ABCCR Senior Adult Retreat? Yes _____ NO ______ 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name: 
 

Spouse: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Home Church: 
& City 

City / State / Zip: 
# of Guests Total $ 

Full Retreat (includes program and 3 meals) per person 
One Day only (Wednesday or Thursday) per person 

@ $95.00 per person 
@ $70.00 per person 
Total Amount Due 

Dietary Requirements: 
Sugar Free ☐ Gluten Free ☐ Vegetarian ☐ Abbreviated Schedule 
PLEASE NOTE: We will try but cannot assure to meet all 
dietary requirements 

Wed. 11:00 AM Registration Begins 
12:00 PM Lunch 

1:00 PM Session #1 
3:15 PM Interest Groups 
6:00 PM Dinner 
7:00 PM Session #2 

Interest Groups (please mark preference) 

3:15 PM Wednesday – Bells ☐ or Walking with Jesus ☐ Thurs. 8:30 AM Registration 
4:30 PM Choir ☐ 9:00 AM Group Study 

10:30 AM Thursday – Craft $5 ☐ or Spiritual Gifts ☐ 10:30 AM Interest Groups 

1:15 PM Session #3 

Please make checks payable to Senior Adult Retreat and mail payment and completed registration form to: 
Senior Adult Retreat 
John Williams, Registrar 
C/O 5889 SW 29th Street 
Topeka, KS 66614 

Online registration is available at www.abccr.org 

Registration Deadline - April 8, 2025 
*** $10 Late Fee Assessed if Postmarked After April 8, 2025 

Cancellation Policy: A full refund will be given if cancelled by April 15, 2025 
$25 non-refundable cancellation fee per individual after April 15, 2025 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
(Cut here and retain this stub for your records and information.) 

ABCCR Senior Adult Retreat: Central Baptist Church, 3301 Lakin Ave., Great Bend, KS 67530 
Dates: April 23-24, 2025 Registration begins at 11:00 AM, Wednesday the 23rd 

Retreat begins with lunch at 12:00 noon 

Amount paid to Registrar: _______________ Check number: _______________ Date paid: _______________ 

(If registering as a couple, please write spouse’s name below) 

http://www.abccr.org/
http://www.abccr.org/
http://www.abccr.org/







