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CALLED BY NAME: MPYC 2026
On June 14- 18, high school students and adult leaders from ABC of the

Central Region, ABC of the Great Rivers Region, Mid-American Baptist

Churches, ABC of Nebraska, and ABC of the Rocky Mountains gathered at

YMCA Snow Mountain Ranch in Granby, Colorado, for the Mountains and

Prairies Youth Conference. Surrounded by the beauty of the mountains,

students spent the week worshiping, learning, building friendships, trying

new things, and creating plenty of memories along the way.

Throughout the week, students enjoyed uplifting worship led by the First

Kachin Baptist Church of America and powerful preaching from DJ

Dangerfield, pastor of FBC Chanute, KS. We even had the opportunity to

listen to testimonies of how God has called others to pastoral ministry, to

the mission field overseas, and to work in their local communities. Each

worship experience gave students the opportunity to come together,

reflect, and grow in their faith as they explored the conference theme,

“Called By Name”.

To begin each day, students gathered in small groups led by peer leaders.

These groups created space for students to process what they heard in

worship, ask questions, share their thoughts, and connect with one

another. It was a joy to watch young people take on these leadership roles.

Leading small groups encouraged students to recognize their own gifts and

voices within the body of Christ.

There was certainly no shortage of fun! During free time, students could

choose from horseback riding, tubing, mini golf , roller-skating, basketball ,

volleyball ,  pickleball ,  and more. Students also had the opportunity to

explore the beautiful Colorado landscape through hikes led by Pat

Hernandez from the American Baptist Foundation.
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The fun continued into the evenings with activities designed to bring everyone together. Each night, students

and leaders had a chance to fellowship together. Whether it was around the campfire to sing camp songs,

challenging each other while playing board games, sharing their gifts during a talent show, or singing their

hearts out at karaoke, they were able to connect and have fun together. MPYC even joined in celebrating

Central Seminary’s 125th birthday with Dr. Pam Durso, president of Central Seminary. And of course, a

celebration is not complete without cake! 

MPYC is about more than a week in the mountains. It is about creating spaces where young people can

experience God, discover community, develop as leaders, and know that they have a place in the body of

Christ. From powerful worship and meaningful conversations to hikes, karaoke, and plenty of laughter, MPYC

2026 was a reminder that wherever we find ourselves, God meets us there, and calls us to be His disciples.

We are grateful for every student, sponsor, peer leader, speaker, musician, and partner who helped make

MPYC 2026 an incredible week. We look forward to seeing how the relationships built, lessons learned, and

faith strengthened at MPYC continue to impact our young people and churches in the days ahead.













I  am sure most of us have heard the question, “How do you eat an elephant?” Along with the

response, “One bite at a time.” But l ike any daunting task the real question might not be how to do it

but where to start. The process of church revitalization can seem overwhelming for many church

leaders as we question, “Where do we even start?”

 Let’s just be clear one important issue when it comes to the revitalization process – from beginning

to ending, it is dependent on the work and movement of God. Now God has given us a role to play

within this process so we can’t just sit back and do nothing. Our starting point has two important

elements. These two elements are just done at the beginning of the revitalization process, they

continue throughout the process.

 I mentioned in last month’s article that the revitalization process as I learned it and walk with

churches through the process has 7 P’s that we work through. Before each of the specific P’s, we

come back to and deal with these beginning elements. While those 7-P’s might be processed through

in any variety of sequential order, the starting point for each should always be the same – these two

elements.

Ok, what are these two elements. The first is prayer. Stop right now and spend a couple minutes with

God in prayer. Go ahead, I ’ l l  wait. Before you just jump into this very daunting process of

revitalization, I hope you spend more than just a couple of minutes in prayer seeking God’s guidance

in this matter. As I stated in the first article, this isn’t a journey to begin under prepared and the

most important way to prepare is spending a significant amount of time in prayer in preparation.

Just a friendly reminder at this point, Jesus spent about twelve hours in prayer right before he chose

the twelve disciples. A great reminder that any time we face major decisions or choices we should

be will ing to spend more than just a couple minutes asking for some instructions. 

 I ’m challenging you to spend so significant time in prayer, so what specific things should you be

praying for and/or about? The things I am going to bring up here, you should already be praying for

as a church leader but now you want to pray for them specifically in the context of the church

revitalization process. The first is your leadership team. However your church might be structured,

you want to pray for the leadership team to be open and bold to follow the path that God might lay

out before you as pertaining to revitalization. I ’ve stated before and will state again (and again, and

again) that this is not an easy journey. Prayers don’t make it any easier, but it makes it a l ittle more

manageable by reminding us of who is ultimately in charge and that we don’t walk this journey alone.

The second thing to include in your time of prayer is the congregation at large. Pray for openness

and receptivity to the suggestions brought by the leadership team. Pray that they would themselves

be will ing to pray for the church and its leadership during the process. Pray that they would be bold

enough to share any insights or ideas that the Holy Spirit might provide them and not just sit on the

sidelines because they aren’t “in leadership”. 
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Thirdly, pray for yourself . This process takes time and energy, beyond what pastoral leadership

already requires of us. This process requires us to find that next gear for season. While working

through the process it calls us to dig a l ittle deeper within ourselves a push a little harder. Pray

wisdom to know in what other areas you might be able to back off for a time to focus on this

journey. I believe wholeheartedly in the need for self-care. I am tell ing you to sacrifice your wellbeing

for this process. Balance does need to be maintained. So what you are asking God for is wisdom in

what other areas might you be able delegate or step away from in order that you have the needed

time and energy for the journey of revitalization. This might be one of the most important reasons

that revitalization should not be entered into lightly or without serious consideration and prayer. 

 Because of all the stated reasons above, you should also be praying for your family. Pray that God

would prepare them for journey just as much as He is preparing you. Because this journey will affect

you, your family will be impacted. One of the most helpful ways to make this a positive impact is to

be open and honest with your family about the journey and how it is impacting you. 

 Prayer is the first element; discernment is the second. All this time spent in prayer, part of what we

should be asking for is the wisdom to discern the direction God would have you and the church

follow. The wisdom to see the path before and the boldness to follow that path in faith, knowing and

trusting God is directing your steps. Discernment in the choices you and the church leadership will

have to make along the way. Discernment in when to say, “Yes.” And may when, maybe even more

importantly, when to say, “No.” 

 These two elements are pivotal in the church’s revitalization journey. Not just in the beginning but

throughout the process. If you call to talk to me about helping you and the church, please know one

of the first questions I will ask you is, “Have you been praying about this issue and what have you

discerned through your time of prayer?” I ’m not after the solution to the issues you face. If you had

that, you wouldn’t be looking for someone to journey with you on the revitalization process. I just

want to see if you’ve started in the right spot. 

 But now that you have been praying. Now that you discern that God is call ing you to help the church

through a revitalization process, give me a call or email and let’s walk this journey together. I look

forward to working with you and your church.

Blessings,

Rev. Chris Prater

Pastor, First Baptist Church of Hays, KS

Consultant on Church Revitalization 

pastorgchris@yahoo.com

 

                                                                     





Planned Giving
Happy 250th birthday to the USA

HELPING YOU TO GIVE GENEROUSLY, 
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KBCF DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING

913-424-9939/ 785-272-7622

TIMMANS39@GMAIL.COM 

TIM.SCHWARTZ@ABCCR.ORG 

Many people are excited about and getting ready for America's 250th birthday! Because your

director of planned giving for the Kansas Baptist Convention Foundation is also a historian, I want to

make sure that we are correct in our birthday greetings. It is not the 250th birthday of America

since America is actually two continents in the Western Hemisphere. These two continents were first

referred to collectively as “ America” on a world map in 1507 by German cartographer, Martin

Waldseemuller. Thirty-one years later, the specific distinction of North and South America was first

formerly used by Flemish cartographer, Gerardo Mercator on his significant world map created at

this time. So I think it 's also important that we say, “Happy 250th birthday to the United States of

America.” 

Now I know you're out there thinking what does this have to do with planned giving? Since I must

answer you honestly, I would have to say that it has nothing to do with planned giving, but it is an

introduction to the reading and research that I have been doing on the history of planned giving,

which goes much further back than 250 years ago! Besides, learning a little history is not going to

hurt you at all .

Now if we just look at it on the surface, meaning to look at those two words, ”planned” and “giving”

and we include God in the story, I think we could say that God is all about planned giving. God's

essence and God's presence is all about giving and we can see that evident in the writings about

creation in the Book of Genesis. As we know, God created everything including light and dark, heaven

and earth, and everything in the universe from the largest planet to the smallest insect. God's giving

provided all of the vegetation, animals and the glorious garden for humankind, just to name a few

things. Then God's plan of giving created man and woman, and God called all these things good. We

can give thanks for that.

In my first planned giving article for the Central Region Life in January 2022, I began by talking

about the beginning of Psalm 24, which says, “The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it , the

world, and all who live in it .” My theme then was that everything belongs to God and God motivates

us to give back to God and others. Verse 1 of Psalm 24 also echoes what I just wrote, which is that

God is all about planned giving.

Even though I am not an etymologist, I am compelled to return to the exact definition of planned

giving. Since the Merriam-Webster dictionary does not have an official definition for this exact

phrase, I will turn to another source. PlannedGiving.com defines the term this way. Planned giving is

a method of charitable giving that enables a donor to integrate philanthropic wishes into their

overall financial , tax and estate planning. So that narrows it down quite a bit .

While we are certainly not 250 years old, the Kansas Baptist Convention Foundation is 67 years old

and we have been offering opportunities for planned giving since 1959. The primary way we do that

is through the promotion of charitable gift annuities. 

http://plannedgiving.com/


While I had written an article previously about the history of charitable gift annuities, I discovered

something new about that in my latest research. Previously I noted that the American Bible society

became the first nonprofit to actively offer gift annuities to the public in 1843, and that is true.

However, the first official charitable gift annuity was funded in 1831 and it involved a famous

painter at the time, a prestigious college and a gift of iconic paintings in exchange for the first

charitable gift annuity!

Ron Brown, the director of gift planning at Fordham University, shares this story about the history

of gift planning and charitable gift annuities. John Trumbull , an accomplished painter whose

monumental Revolutionary War paintings stil l hang in the rotunda of the United States capitol

building today, was 75 years old in 1830 and despite his success, he was broke. 

Trumbull had his own astonishing story of being an overcomer as well .  After graduating from

Harvard, Trumbull became an aide to General George Washington during the American Revolution.

He was determined to become a painter, despite being nearly blind in his left eye from a childhood

injury, and with the encouragement of Thomas Jefferson, began his celebrated historical series a

few years after the war ended. Trumbull was commissioned by Congress in 1817 to paint large

versions of four of his works for the Capitol building in Washington DC, including his most famous

painting, “Declaration of Independence.” 

In 1830, despite such recognition, he was living alone in a New York City Apartment, widowed and

poor. His friend, Benjamin Sil l iman, Yale's first science professor and the husband of Trumbull 's

niece, asked him what he planned to do with more than a hundred paintings. According to the book,

“Yale:A History”: he replied, “I will give them to Yale College to be exhibited forever for the benefit

of poor students provided the college will pay me a competent annuity for the remainder of my life.”  

As a result of this, Professor Sil l iman became the first gift planner in the USA, persevering through

a year and a half of supremely difficult negotiations because Yale College had no money to fund a

gift annuity of $1,000 or to construct an art gallery to display Mr. Trumbull 's artworks. Yet the

astounding result was the first college art gallery in our nation and the first of many thousands of

charitable gift annuities that fund so much philanthropic and charitable work today in the USA! 

While some of you are very talented artists, I 'm guessing that you don't have a collection of art that

you wish to turn over to the foundation to fund a charitable gift annuity? If so, please let me know.

Otherwise, if you wish to fund a charitable gift annuity for as little as $1,000, please get a hold of

me and I will be happy to talk with you, give you more details and help you in the process of funding

that gift annuity with the Kansas Baptist Convention Foundation. Happy 250th birthday to our

country, the United States of America!

Source: Kelley, Brooks Mather. Yale:A History. Yale University Press, 1974.



As we commemorate and honor the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of

Independence, let us remember the Baptist idea of soul freedom and pray for our country

according to your own faith framework, as a follower of Christ.  

Let us pray for all of the leaders in our country, whether they be executive, legislative or

judicial , from the precinct and township to the vil lage and county to the city and state and to

the national level, that in this “melting pot” of our country, they might l ive and govern with

justice, mercy and humility. As the prophet, Micah, reminds us: 

“To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8b (NIV) 

Declaration of Independence (1819), by John Trumbull
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