
The Bethel Pickleball Tournament will take place on Saturday, September 13, at

English Landing Park in Parkvil le, MO. The tournament will run from 8:00 AM to

6:00 PM and promises a full day of fun, competition, and community

connection. Registration is $50 a team.

This annual event is hosted by Bethel Neighborhood Center, a 114-year-old

faith-based community organization dedicated to empowering individuals with

hope, wellness, and self-sufficiency. The tournament serves as a fundraiser to

support Bethel’s after-school and summer youth programs. Regi

Last year alone, 138 inner-city students (grades 1–12) benefited from these

programs. Students not only received homework help but also participated in

educational field trips, social skil ls development, conflict resolution workshops,

healthy lifestyle activities, and college preparedness sessions. All proceeds

from the tournament will go directly to sustaining these vital opportunities for

local youth.

As part of this year’s fundraising efforts, Bethel Neighborhood Center is also

hosting a Fundraiser Raffle with all proceeds going toward the Youth

Enrichment Programs.

The Bethel Neighborhood Center Fundraiser Raffle features three exciting prize

drawings: a 7-night stay for four at The Cliffs at Princevil le, Hawaii ; a Garmin

Smart Watch; and $200 in Scheels gift cards. All entries are due by October 7,

2025, at 12:00 PM CDT, with winners announced on October 8, 2025, at 6:30

PM CDT. Please note that winners of earlier drawings are not eligible for

subsequent prizes.

You can register for the tournament and enter the raffle below.
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Annual Gathering Deadline: 
sEPTEMBER 10, 2025 

The 2025 American Baptist Churches of the Central Region (ABCCR) Annual Gathering is

scheduled to take place at First Baptist Church of Salina, Kansas. The theme for this year’s

gathering is “Together at the Table” with our theme verse coming from Luke 14: 12-15.

The keynote speaker at this year’s Annual Gathering is Rev. Jacquline “Jackie” L. Saxon.

Jackie currently serves as the Executive Minister for Mid-American Baptist Churches (MABC)

and resides in Des Moines, Iowa. She is a gifted leader with proven competencies in

administration, pastoral care, financial management, preaching, and public speaking, to name

a few. Her colleagues and friends greatly appreciate her creativity, humor, imagination,

teamwork, and collegiality.

In the next few pages you will f ind an in-depth biography for Rev. Saxon, a schedule of

events, hotel and lodging options in Salina, and an invitation to join others for the Women in

Ministry lunch following the gathering on Saturday. You will also find a list of items for the

mission project. This year’s mission project is for the Salina Rescue Mission. There are paper

and online registrations for individual registrations as well as childcare registrations. 

Please look for information about workshops and other details in the coming weeks. We look

forward to the fellowship and spiritual growth this gathering will bring. Plan ahead, register

now, and secure your accommodations early.

Individual
Registration

Childcare
Registration

Links to online Individual
and Childcare Registration

https://form.jotform.com/251034862786160
https://form.jotform.com/251034862786160
https://form.jotform.com/251034862786160
https://form.jotform.com/251545071264150
https://form.jotform.com/251545071264150
https://form.jotform.com/251545071264150








2025 ABCCR Annual Gathering Individual Registration Form 

Registration and Checks can be sent to ABCCR: 5889 SW 29th St. Topeka, KS 66614 

 
September 25, 2025 - Ministers Council Meeting and Dinner
September 26-27, 2025 Annual Gathering
First Baptist Church of Salina, 843 Lewis Ave. Salina, KS 67401 

Please complete a separate registration form for each person 

First and Last Name*____________________________________________________________ 
Print your name as you want it to appear on your name tag 

Phone*_____________________________Email*_____________________________________ 
example@example.com 

Address*______________________________________________________________________ 

City*_______________________________ State*_______________ Zip*_________________ 

Are you a delegate from your church? * Yes ◯ No ◯ 

Church Name*___________________________ City*_______________________ 

REGISTRATION FEES 
Individual Registration $65 (Includes dinner for Friday night) 

MEALS 
Thursday Ministers Council Dinner: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls, Cookie 
Friday Lunch: Soup and Salad 
Friday Dinner: Pasta Bar 

Choose Your Meals 
◯ Thursday Clergy and Spouse Dinner (Free) 
◯ Thursday Clergy and Spouse Dinner (Non-Clergy) $15 
◯ Friday Lunch $10 
◯ Friday Dinner Included with registration 
◯ Saturday Morning Camping Conversation with Refreshments $5 

Dietary Restrictions 
◯ Vegetarian ◯ Gluten Free ◯ Diabetic 

mailto:example@example.com


2025 ABCCR Annual Gathering Childcare Registration Form 

Childcare for Friday– $50 
Friday childcare will be provided from 8:00 AM- 5:30 PM, lunch and dinner are included in the cost of
childcare. Childcare will not be provided during dinner or the evening session. 

Child's Age*__________________ 

Childcare for Saturday– $12 
Saturday childcare will be provided from 8:00 AM- 12:00 PM, no meals are provided. 

Child's Grade*__________________ 

Registration and Checks can be sent to ABCCR: 5889 SW 29th St. Topeka, KS 66614 

Address*______________________________________________________________________ 

City*_______________________________ State*_______________ Zip*_________________ 

Church Name*________________________________ City*____________________________ 

Parent’s Name*_________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number*_____________________________Email*______________________________ 
example@example.com 

Emergency Contact Name*_______________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Phone*_______________________Relationship to Child*______________ 

 
September 26-27, 2025 Annual Gathering
First Baptist Church of Salina, 843 Lewis Ave. Salina, KS 67401 

Please complete a separate registration form for each person 

Child's Name*__________________________________________________________________ 

Childcare Registration 

◯ 

◯ 

mailto:example@example.com


MEDICAL 
Allergies 

Registration and Checks can be sent to ABCCR: 5889 SW 29th St. Topeka, KS 66614 

Consent for Emergency Medical Care for a Minor: By signing this form, I hereby authorize the 
Kansas Baptist Convention, Inc. also known as the American Baptist Churches of the Central 
Region and First Baptist Church of Salina, Ks to consent to any medical care and treatment for 
my child that is recommended by a licensed healthcare provider to whom the Child is presented 
for treatment. To ensure that the Child receives prompt medical care and treatment, when 
necessary, I hereby release any licensed health care provider providing medical care to the Child 
in reliance of this form from liability relating to such provider's acceptance of my substitute 
caregiver's consent. 

If you consent, sign your name here:________________________________________________ 

I, the undersigned individual, grant American Baptist Churches of the Central Region (ABCCR 
located at 5889 SW 29th St, Topeka, Kansas, and First Baptist Church of Salina, KS the perpetual, 
non-exclusive, royalty-free right and license to: Record my participation and appearance on 
digital or film photography, video, audio or any other medium. Use my name (or any fictional 
name), likeness, voice, and biographical material and information in connection with these 
recordings to be used only in or for ABCCR written, electronic and web publications, including 
social media and apps to be used for the promotional material, multimedia and publication 
purposes of the American Baptist Churches of the Central Region. To Reproduce, distribute, 
publicly display, and/or publicly perform, in print, electronic, or any other medium, copies of the 
recordings, in whole or in part. Grantor represents that he or she possesses all rights necessary 
to grant this permission for and in connection. I am voluntarily making this grant of rights. I 
further agree to release and forever discharge ABCCR, its agents, employees, and designated 
representatives from any and all claims in law or equity that I, my heirs, or personal 
representatives have or shall have arising out of recordings. I am the parent or guardian of the 
minor named above and have the legal authority to execute the above release. I approve and 
waive any rights in this release. 

If you consent, sign your name here:________________________________________________ 

Is there anything else we need to know? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 





Here is a brief summary of what Gregg will be doing during his sabbatical from September-December 2025. First,

some foundational information on the idea from the Bible. The sabbatical is an extension of the biblical concept of

Sabbath, providing a longer period for rest, reflection, and spiritual growth, rooted in the belief that God provides and

sustains His people, both physically and spiritually. The concept of a sabbatical finds its basis in the biblical principle

of the Sabbath, with both sharing the idea of rest and renewal. You might want to check out Genesis 2, Exodus 20,

and Leviticus 25, which serves as the foundation for the idea of a sabbatical. 

For those who would like more detail about what he will 

be doing during his sabbatical, click the details button below. 

He will also be keeping a journal, which you can find by 

clicking the journal button below, for anyone interested in

following his journey over the next few months.

NOTE FROM GREGG

Sabbatical‌Sabbatical‌News!‌News!‌

I am grateful to the Central Region for providing the
gift of a sabbatical and as a reminder, I’ll be focusing

in other areas of life from September-December
2025. During this time, please bring questions and

information you’d normally bring
to me to  Jennifer Schneider.

jennifer.schneider@abccr.org

https://mcusercontent.com/ef60d7092a4df22488c5e5c11/files/7d14e927-13a9-e9ef-e695-4d3816fdade1/Summary_of_Gregg_039_s_Sabbatical.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MPMSzkY30AlZoXeCRBJeUeyEjAZJ-LtKZgtkrkjMdfE/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:Jennifer.schneider@abccr.org?subject=&body=


Living in Kansas, I enjoy the changing seasons. Each season brings both changes outside my windows

and in the everyday flow of l ife. September has arrived, and with it the end of summertime and the

beginning of fall .  Students have returned to school, and for some families, this is a school year of firsts;

first year of kindergarten, first year of high school, or first year of college. Gardeners have begun

preparing their yards for cooler weather as days continue to get shorter. 

 It is no different in the life of a church family. New back-to-school activities, new ministries, and new

outreach opportunities fi l l  church calendars. Church leaders and staff are thinking about upcoming

holidays, while pastors and worship leaders are planning for special worship services such as

Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas. Summer has a slower rhythm, and with fall comes a burst of new

energy.

 Region life in the ABCCR has rhythms as well . Summer is a very busy time in region life. 4TEN students

went to Kodiak to serve, region staff went to Omaha for the ABCUSA Mission Summit, and we completed

seven weeks of camp! Amidst all that busyness, we visited churches, participated in pastoral

installations, attended meetings, and continued to do region ministry. 

 This September will bring a new busyness to region life. September 26-27 will be our Annual Meeting

at FBC Salina. I hope many of you will be there! We begin a new year of 4TEN, a new Vantage Point 3

group, and a new women in ministry retreat in November. Plus, Bethel Neighborhood Center is having its

first Pickleball Tournament on September 13th! 

 While region staff and leadership will continue to do ministry this fall ,  our Executive Minister, Rev. Dr.

Gregg Hemmen, will be taking some much-needed time for rest and renewal. Rest and renewal are an

essential part of healthy life rhythms. He will be back full-time after the first of the year, and we all

hope he comes back rested, with new ideas, and an excitement about doing ministry together. During

this sabbatical time, church pastors and leaders are encouraged to reach out to me or Morgan Aspinwall

with any questions, concerns, or needs.  

 Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the

heavens.”  Things change. It is reassuring that even though the seasons change and we experience the

ebbs and flows of l ife, God remains the same. ABCCR staff continue to hold our churches, leaders, and

pastors up in prayer. May God continue to bless your work as you seek to serve in Jesus’s name.

Changing seasons
REV. JENNIFER SCHNEIDER, ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE MINISTER



FAITH LEADERSHIP IN THE
CONTEXT OF CLIMATE CHANGE

 A CONTINUING EDUCATION
COURSE FOR FAITH LEADERS

Second and fourth Tuesdays, September - November 2025

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM (CT) Virtual Free

As we are increasingly experiencing the impacts of climate change and
becoming aware of the threat it carries for human and planetary
wellbeing, this new context for ministry brings new challenges for faith
leaders and ministers. Once its urgency is understood, it results in new
priorities and actions. It raises significant theological and ethical
questions. It calls for leadership and preaching that help congregations
rise to their calling to care for creation. It involves new forms of pastoral
care for those experiencing climate anxiety and grief. It also requires
new forms of ministry and missional engagement that are relevant to the
needs of this unique time in history. It involves recognizing that faith
leaders and congregations can be important in helping to build the
spiritual and public will needed to enact the impactful solutions for
climate change that are available. And it invites us to a deeper spirituality
that is equal to the challenges of this day. 

Series Overview: 



This continuing education series for faith leaders is designed to explore
these many dimensions of faith leadership in the context of climate
change. Each session will include an hour of content presentation and
half an hour for discussion. There will be no fee for participants, as a
Climate Science in Theological Education grant will cover all costs.
However, participants are asked to make a commitment to attending all
six sessions in hopes that a cohort of support will be developed. A
certificate of completion for nine hours of continuing education from
Central Seminary will be available for those that participate in all
sessions. Register here:

www.cbts.edu/buttry

Dr. Leigh Stearns
September 9
Climate Change as Ministry'sContext: Basic
science of climate change, climate solutions,
and urgency of action. 

 

Rev. Dr. Greg Hunt
September 23
Eco-theological Grounding: Biblical,
theological, and ethical perspectives on
climate change and creation care.

Dr. Rachel Wheeler
October 14
Eco-spirituality: Nurturing spirituality andfaith
practices in the context of climate change.  

Josh Richardson
November 11
Ministry opportunities in thecontextof

 

Rev. Dr. Ruth Rosell
November 25
Pastoral care in the contextofclimate

 

Rev. Dr. Leah Schade
October 28

 Pastoral leadershipinthe contextof
climate change: Preaching, teaching,
leading worship, talking about climate
change, and dealing with conflict.

change: Caring for those experiencing
anxiety, grief, guilt, and hopelessness
related to climate change.

climate change: Building church and
community resiliency, advocacy, climate
justice, and mercy ministries for those
affected by climate change.

READY TO REGISTER?

https://www.cbts.edu/connect-engage/buttry-center/




Planned Giving
HELPING YOU TO GIVE GENEROUSLY, 

REV. TIM SCHWARTZ 

KBCF DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING

913-424-9939/ 785-272-7622

TIMMANS39@GMAIL.COM 

TIM.SCHWARTZ@ABCCR.ORG 

Like most things in this modern world that we live in, we need computer software to get things

accomplished and completed. That is true for the work that I do in planned giving as well .

September is the month that the foundation renews our software contract, so I thought I would write

something about the excellent and exceptional software company that the Kansas Baptist

Convention Foundation works with!

Their name is PG Calc, which obviously stands for planned giving calculations. Their headquarters

are in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and they are celebrating their 40th anniversary this year in the

software business. PG Calc began and was birthed out of Harvard University's planned giving

program. The founders were Gary and Mary Pforzheimer, Bil l Laskin & Winston Jones. Gary

Pforzheimer is the president of the company and Bill Laskin is the vice president of product

management. In 2007, their webinars began to educate and instruct their clients. In 2015, they

launched PGM anywhere, the web-based version of their signature gift i l lustration software, which is

the software that I use for all of our charitable gift annuity i l lustrations. 

In 2024, they became the planned giving division of Foundation Source. Foundation source is a

large company that empowers individuals and organizations to engage in philanthropy. They

administer nearly $40 bill ion in charitable assets. They support over 2300 private foundations and

more than 1800 non-profits. They facil itate over 180,000 grants and planned gifts annually.

You might think that now since they are part of this larger corporation that they would not be as

concerned for smaller foundations like ours, but I have personally found that not to be true. Let me

share an example of that with you.

Late last year, one of our wonderful annuitants decided that she wanted to fund a number of gift

annuities for family members, so I began processing them through the software and getting all the

documents prepared to complete the process. After processing those meticulously and going back

over them with a fine tooth comb, there were stil l a couple of errors in the documents. One of those

was no fault of my own, in the sense that I used the software correctly, but it would only let me

extend the first payment date to the beneficiary within one year of the date of the gift . The

annuitant wanted some of the first gifts from the individual annuities to correspond with their

birthdays and this meant that a few of the annuities had to be processed as deferred gift annuities.

So while I had read about deferred gift annuities, I had not worked on or processed any of them up

to this point.

Because of that, I called the PG Calc office to ask some questions and get some help. I was

completely shocked and surprised when the call was answered and the lady said–” Good afternoon.

PG Calc, this is Kara Morin, can I help you?” You see, I know who Kara Morin is because she has led

a number of the free webinars that the company offers for education and training, that I have

attended over the past 4 years.



I  was surprised because Kara is an executive in the company as she is the senior director of

planned giving services, and I did not expect her to answer the phone for me! I thought it would be

someone who was much lower on the totem pole. Anyway, she wanted to know how she could help

and I explained the whole situation to her. She took the time to explain the process with the

software over the phone and then she sent me an email with a detailed written explanation as well

and offered further help if I needed it .

I  did verbally express my shock to her about the fact that she answered the phone and she shared

two very important things with me. She said, “we all work together as a team here at PG Calc and

no matter our title, we all share the responsibil it ies of the job and answer the phone to serve our

clients.” She also assured me that the Kansas Baptist Convention Foundation was just as important

to them as any other client! Well , I hung up the phone and I was supremely grateful for their

excellent customer service. In a world where it seems like customer service is getting worse and

going downhill all the time, I was thankful for the customer service that our software company

provided.I found Kara's instructions to be very helpful and because of that I was able to change

those gift dates and process those annuities as deferred gift annuities.

Let me just temper my previous comments by saying that we do pay for our software annually and

no company is perfect. I would also need to point out that they are not l ike a bank or some other

large corporation, in the sense that you need to call for customer service during weekdays and

regular business hours. They do not have 24/7 customer service availabil ity, but I was impressed

with their accuracy, knowledge, and the quality of their help!

Our software provides the technology and tools that I need to help you when you are funding a

charitable gift annuity, a deferred gift annuity, etc. Without them, I would not be able to do what I

need to do in this vital field of planned giving. If you are interested in funding a charitable gift

annuity for yourself , you and your spouse, or any other family member or even friend, please

contact me by email , text, phone or voicemail and I would be delighted to speak with you or meet

with you to begin the process of providing financially for you, your beneficiary and the charitable

organizations and partners that you wish to bless with your gift .

I  look forward to visiting with you at the annual gathering in Salina, so please stop by, grab a

Payday and talk with me. 





Let us begin this month's prayer focus by focusing on the first letter of the alphabet, the letter A.

Let us pray for two different parts of our Baptist faith l ife.

First of all ,  let us pray for the Annual Gathering, which will be held in Salina, Kansas, at the end of

the month. Let us ask God to inspire and motivate as many of our Central Region Baptist family as

possible, to attend the gathering, and for traveling mercies as well !

Let us pray for our keynote speaker, Reverend Jackie Saxon, the Executive Minister of Mid-America

Baptist Churches, that God will use her in a powerful way to motivate and move us to continue

serving God and loving our neighbor in all of our churches across the central region.

Let us ask Jesus to strengthen and encourage our annual gathering planning committee as they

work so dil igently behind the scenes to create a wonderful time of fellowship, prayer, education,

worship and friendship around the tables.

Also, since the third Sunday in September is American Baptist Women's Sunday, let us pray for our

American Baptist Women of the Central Region, and their president, Mona Huggins, that the Holy

Spirit will guide their amazing ministry and provide 

the funds for them to complete their special project 

this year, which is a part of the astounding mission 

work that they continue to do as they bless and build 

up others in Jesus name!

Finally, let us pray that God would open our ears and 

our hearts to receive the teaching and message that 

will be shared as we gather together once again as 

the American Baptist Family of the central region. 

Let us reflect on the theme of this year's gathering 

as the scriptures say: 

“You'l l be—and experience—a blessing.” 

Luke 14:12--15. (MSG)



National ABW Events



Revitalization 
————- 

Prayer is the Key 

Northeast Area (NEA) Annual
Meeting 

Sunday, September 21, 2025 
FBC Atchison 

1640 Riley St, Atchison, KS 66002

Guest Speaker: Rev. Chris Prater

4pm - Revitalization Overview 
And Mission Project Update 

5pm - Dinner (Freewill Offering) 
6pm - Business Mtg & Program 

In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus teaches His disciples to pray
with a focus on God’s priorities: “Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:9-10). This
prayer helps the church refocus on God’s will, seeking

His kingdom and righteousness above all.. 



Southeast Area Annual Gathering 

Psalm 133:1 “Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers dwell in unity.” 

We would like to invite you to the Southeast Area
Annual Gathering on September 21st beginning at
3:00pm. Our Annual Gathering will be held at the First
Baptist Church in Humboldt, KS. (118 N. 7th) 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

Business Meeting 

Breakout sessions: (to be run simultaneously) 

Youth Leadership with Morgan Aspinwall 

Church Health with Melissa Newberry 

Entertainment: 

The Ottawa University Theatrical Troup. 

Dinner (We will be taking up a love offering to cover
the cost of the meal) 









https://form.jotform.com/252304016253040




Each year, during the months of September and October, churches across our region and

beyond set aside intentional time to focus on global mission through the World Mission

Offering (WMO). This annual initiative, coordinated in partnership with International Ministries

(IM), invites us to be part of God’s transformative work around the world.

International Ministries is a historic cross-cultural mission agency with deep roots in the

global mission movement. Through the WMO, churches of all sizes can actively participate in

ministry alongside IM global servants—supporting them through prayer, financial gifts, and

shared advocacy.

In 2025, we are highlighting the tangible impact that local churches can have when they

partner with IM. From caring for immigrants and refugees, to empowering vulnerable women

and children, to educating students in places like Mexico, these ministries are bringing hope

and healing in Christ’s name.



 HOW ARE WMO GIFTS USED? 
WMO giftsareused formissionprogramsupport (global servant, international partner, and other

ministry support), for administrative support, and for development costs. 

WHAT ELSE WILL MY WMO GIFTS DO? 
As the body of Christ, we respond together to the needsaround the world—when everyone

contributes, no one group carries the full burden of expense. IM does not ask global servants

to raise all of the funds they need but comes alongside them in financial support as well as in

ministry. When personalized funding falls short, WMO gifts fill the gap and keep global servants

in their country of service. WMO gifts support global servants with training and pastoral care,

enable us to address crises when they arise, and so much more. Giving to the WMO is the best

way to make sure that you support all of IM’s ministries.

WHAT IS THE WORLD MISSION OFFERING (WMO)? 

WHAT ABOUT MY GIFTS TO SPECIFIC GLOBAL SERVANTS? 
Allpersonalized globalservantsupportistargetedfortheglobalservantsandkeepsthem in

their ministries. 

Questions? Email wmo@internationalministries.org or call 610-768-2311 to speak with someone 

on our development team.

Each year through International Ministries’ World Mission Offering, thousands of

churches and individuals come together to promote and support ministries that God

is using to transform the world. We want you to join in, too! 

Many of our partner churches will dedicate time in September and October to use our 

free World Mission Offering promotional resources (available in print and through 

www.worldmissionoffering.org) to make it easy to share stories of God at work through 

global mission. Build excitement for mission in your congregation! Some churches will take a 

one-time offering for world mission during this time, and many others make monthly recurring 

gifts to the WMO. 

As one pastor described his church’s involvement in the WMO, “God allows us to participate in 

what he is doing, which blesses our church and inspires us to get involved in our own mission 

activities where we live and beyond.” 

Join with us, as we work cross-culturally to invite people to become disciples of Jesus 

Christ and to proclaim, through both word and deed, God’s reign of justice, peace, 

and abundant life for all creation.

1003 W 9th Ave, Ste A, King of Prussia, PA 19406 | internationalministries.org






