
What is region offering? Why is it important? What does it do? I’m sure these are all questions you have

asked when you hear the topic of region offering come up. Region offering is the lifeblood of the work

that the region does in aiding churches in building the kingdom of God.

When you contribute to Region

 Offering, your generosity plays a 

vital role in the construction of the 

Body of Christ within the Central 

Region. Your gifts take on various 

forms, acting as the arms of the 

region staff. Region staff aids in 

facilitating effective service to pastors and churches. Region offering helps serve as the head of support

staff; supporting essential functions like information distribution and financial operations.

 Your contributions become the hands of Interim Ministry; providing assistance to churches in transition

while seeking a pastor. You help form the heart of Annual Gathering and the ABCCR Board of Directors;

acting as the central core of these crucial aspects. Additionally, your gifts serve as the feet of training

events, empowering sessions that cover diverse topics such as boundaries, evangelism, stewardship,

missions, and conflict resolution. Region offering also function as the legs of youth ministry, supporting

activities like camping, conferences, and initiatives such as 4-Ten.

Furthermore, your contributions act as the lungs of ministry at Bethel Neighborhood Center and other

institutions, sustaining outreach efforts. Lastly, they serve as the eyes of New Church Starts and Plants,

enabling vision and growth in emerging congregations. Together, your contributions form the lifeblood

that shapes and sustains the diverse ministries, creating a vibrant tapestry within our shared faith

journey.

Over the next several issues of the Central Region Life you will read stories about the ways that region

offering has aided our local churches. Region offering has helped develop new ministries, breathe life

into existing ministries, and develop the kingdom of God. 
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Rev. Jennifer Schneider, Associate Executive Minister

 As this article is being written, we find ourselves in the middle of the Lenten season. During this Lenten season, I am

reading Walter Brueggemann’s book, A Way Other Than Our Own. The reading for the first Friday in Lent began with

Isaiah 55:1-2a.

 Ho, everyone who thirsts,

 Come to the waters;

 And you that have no money, come, buy and eat!

 Come, buy wine and milk

 Without money and without price.

 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,

 And you labor for that which does not satisfy? (NRSV)

 In his book, Brueggemann suggests that Lent is a “question, a gift, and a summons.” (Brueggemann, 10) 

The Question: During Lent, we are challenged to consider how we spend our time, what we work for, and how we use

our resources. These are difficult questions. How we use our labor, time, and coin reflects what we value and love.

Lent is a time for us to ponder if we are responding to God’s call in our lives with grace, mercy, and love rather than

with fear, anxiety, and greed. 

The Gift: Brueggemann says the gifts of Lent are free. Isaiah says in chapter 55 that bread, wine, milk, and water are

without cost. As we gather around the Lord’s Table, we remember the gift of Christ’s sacrifice in the taking of bread

and cup. As we read of the woman at the well, we are reminded of the living water available to us. The gifts of mercy,

grace, and love have great value but are given freely to those willing to accept them.

The Summons: Yet, there is a call in Lent. Brueggemann says the Lenten summons is to “bear fruit.” (Brueggemann,

10) Matthew 7:20 reminds us that “by their fruit, you will recognize them.” What kind of fruit are you producing?

Brueggemann challenges his readers to produce fruit that transforms and heals. 

 I wonder if Brueggemann’s challenge is not only for individuals but for the community of faith as well. Is your church

using its resources well? Is it focusing on the free gifts of mercy and grace or legalism? Is God’s church producing

good fruit, fruit that seeks to transform our communities and our world? 

 My prayer for each of us as we await Resurrection Sunday is that we hear Brueggemann’s challenge to reevaluate

how we live out God’s call in our lives and in the church. May God be glorified in all we do!

Rev. Jennifer Schneider

Walter Brueggemann, A Way Other Than Our Own: Devotions for Lent, John Knox Press, 2016.

A Question, A Gift, & a summons



Registration Deadline is April 9, 2024
You can register online by clicking the button below or you can send in a paper

registration form that can be found on the next page.

2024 Senior Adult Retreat

Why should you come to the Senior Adult Retreat?
To gather with Central Region senior adults
To be inspired by messages from Dr. Hemmen
To experience the learning sessions
To have fun and fellowship with others

Don’t miss this opportunity to be inspired and informed!

https://form.jotform.com/232756490312051




Planned Giving
HELPING YOU TO GIVE GENEROUSLY, 

REV. TIM SCHWARTZ 

KBCF DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING

913-424-9939/ 785-272-7622

TIMMANS39@GMAIL.COM 

TIM.SCHWARTZ@ABCCR.ORG 

One thing I have learned from reading books on planned giving is that listening is an important characteristic or skill to have, if you

are working in development, planned giving & donor relations. Now if we are going to carry on a conversation, we need to listen to

communicate well. Still, some studies show that most of us do not listen that well. Stephen Covey said the biggest communication

problem is that we do not listen to understand.; we listen to reply. Wayne Olson writes that listening is the single most important

skill that a fundraiser can have. Those are food for thought! Maybe I should rephrase my first sentence by saying that listening is

an important aspect for everyone– every human being.

One of the things I am working on this year, vocationally and personally, is to be a better listener. Part of the difficulty is that I can't

practice this in my own home since I am single, so I either need to spend more time with other people or make and receive many

more phone calls. No telemarketers, please!

Part of my difficulty is that I grew up with my beloved, Irish American mom, Agnes, who had seven sisters, and when we got

together many times during the growing-up years, you would not believe it! Those eight sisters could all talk at the same time, they

could talk over each other and still understand each other and know what was going on in those conversations. It's not quite like

the special language or bond that twins have, but it makes you wonder. Now I only have one aunt left so it's a different story. Some

of my ministry colleagues have pointed out those deficiencies in me, including interrupting and interjecting when I should be

listening, so I have tried to do better, and I still want to keep improving that way. Better listening will help me understand and serve

annuitants, donors, and churches better and it will help all of us in our unique relationships.

One person who helped me to listen better was a lady named Mary Eliza Hinde. She was a retired schoolteacher who had taught in

the suburbs north of Chicago and had retired back to the family home that she grew up in, located in Hannibal, Missouri. Our family

had farmed a piece of ground that belonged to her family, known as the Nelson estate, for many years. Mary was a single lady, who

had never married and was well-educated, so it was no surprise that she enjoyed living in a house filled with books and a few cats.

She was always invited to our family home for Christmas dinner and since she did not drive, my father gave me the task of picking

her up and taking her home every year at Christmas time. You might say I was her Christmas Uber driver way before any Uber

drivers were ever around. I would usually go early and spend some time with her in her home and she would talk about the latest in

the arts, books, culture, music, news, politics, and current events. Oh, and I forgot to tell you that because of her age, she did not

hear well. Sometimes she would say,” what did you say?” and I would repeat what I had just spoken. Fortunately for me, she did a

lot of talking and I enjoyed listening to her and visiting with her on those Christmas afternoons.

In some ways, I feel like she helped me to become a better listener since I spent most of my time there listening to her and I did

that for 25 Christmases in a row. She died while I was a missionary in Thailand, but in the past many years, I have taken flowers to

her grave in the spring to honor, remember, and give thanks for her. Was there or is there anyone in your life like that? I hope so.

Please tell me about it sometime when you see me or we talk on the phone. 

When you call on the phone or visit with me in person, I promise to be the best listener that I can be so that I can help you with

your charitable and investment wishes! If you wish to fund a charitable gift annuity or you have any questions about them, please

don't hesitate to call and I will listen well to accomplish your wishes. Or if you want to email me, you can do that as well and I will

respond back and continue to listen as well to your needs. Just in case you did not hear me correctly and asked,” what did you

say?” I would respond and tell you that I am still working on being a better listener as well, and I am here to serve you in any way

that I can!





Remember the good old days when everything was repurposed or reused? Clothes that were missing buttons weren’t just

thrown away, but instead fixed with a simple thread and needle. Cardboard boxes were used for everything from a child’s fort to

a weed protection layer in a garden. Maybe you even remember leaving empty milk jugs for your milkman to collect? (It wasn’t

until the 1950’s that milk cartons became more popular than glass bottles.) Trash and waste was significantly less than in

today’s disposable world.

Even though American is home to only 4% of the world’s population, it 

accounts for 12% of the world’s trash. According to the EPA, roughly 

200 million tons of trash is dumped into landfills every year in 

America alone Many of us have heard of the initiative to Reduce, 

Reuse, and Recycle. The idea is to reduce the amount of trash you 

generate. Reuse items that often are considered one-use items. 

Recycle items such as aluminum cans, paper, plastic, and even glass 

bottles. At Prairie Homestead Senior Living in Wichita, a group of 

seniors has initiated a campus wide recycling program to do their part

 in benefitting their community and the environment.  

Beth McDonald has been a volunteer at the Pro Kansas Recycling 

Center for over 13 years and is the Education Manager. Beth worked 

with Prairie Homestead Administration to use an empty office space 

for recycling drop-off. Residents living throughout Prairie Homestead 

bring their recyclable items and place them in designated recycling 

bins. Beth then volunteers her time by taking these items to the 

recycling center! 

Together, the impact can be huge! According to the EPA, recycling 

one ton of paper can save the energy equivalent of consuming 322 gallons of gasoline. Recycling one ton of aluminum cans

conserves more than equivalent of 1,024 gallons of gasoline or 21 barrels of oil consumed. Recycling just 10 plastic bottles

saves enough energy to power a laptop computer for more than 25 hours.

By reducing trash, reusing more things, and recycling, we all can impact the quality of the environment. By making small

changes, we can reduce the need to extract timber, water, and minerals for new products. These practices also divert waste

away from landfills and incinerators which reduces harmful effects of pollution and emissions.

The seniors at Prairie Homestead Senior Living are doing their part and challenge you to make changes as well. Please contact

your local county or city to determine your local recycling options or call Prairie Homestead Senior Living at (316) 263-8264 to

learn how they organized their community recycling program.

Prairie Homestead:
Seniors Making an Impact through Recycling



https://www.mpyc-abc.org/coming-soon-01


Let us pray for guidance and wisdom as we consider giving to the

"America for Christ " offering this year, which supports our American

Baptist Home Mission Society and many ministries under their umbrella,

which include Ottawa University, Central Baptist Seminary, Bethel

Neighborhood Center, Prairie Homestead, Homestead Health, Sunset

Home and others in the central region, plus many other ministries

throughout our country.  

Their theme this year comes from the book of Lamentations 3: 22 - 23,

which says,

"Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his

compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your

faithfulness. (NIV)

MPYC Flyer

MPYC Postcard

Bulletin Inserts

MPYC Video

MPYC Website

https://www.mpyc-abc.org/_files/ugd/9b26fb_f2bc3d40a7ae457ebf7562d1a2672436.pdf
https://www.mpyc-abc.org/_files/ugd/9b26fb_370a73baf89b495b992bd303a02deb01.pdf
https://www.mpyc-abc.org/_files/ugd/9b26fb_91359069a7494ceba469d416ab4bdc45.pdf
https://youtu.be/9S9lDNz9ffw?si=Yo9mqkyrfPT9V1nI
https://www.mpyc-abc.org/


Registration for summer conference is now open. You can register and
pay online, or you can print a paper registration and send it in with a
check. Plan now to attend with your friends or family. You will have a
'crazy' fun time and be uplifted by our keynote speaker. 

Keynote Speaker: Mary Shannon  

PAY ONLINE FULL CONFERENCE - $100 + COVER FEES

PAY ONLINE ONE DAY CONFERENCE - $50 + COVER FEES

LATE FEE - ADD $25 AFTER MAY 31, 2024

Online Registration

Paper Registration

ABW Website

https://form.jotform.com/240595912167159
https://www.canva.com/design/DAF-2Ph1ak0/NuGo8GKzNzb5cXmqNUmn9w/edit
https://www.abwmcr.org/summer-conference













