
Kansas Baptist Convention, Inc.
5889 S.W. 29th St., Ste. A, Topeka, KS 66614 

Change Service Requested

Non Profit Org.
US Postage Paid
Topeka, Kansas
Permit No. 865

June 2022                                                                                                                 Vol. 120  No. 6        

Page 1

On Memorial Day 2019, tornadoes swept through the Miami Valley of Ohio, destroying thousands of homes and apartments 
and leaving a trail of downed trees and power lines in their wake. Many of the tornado-affected families have had to relocate 
multiple times since the tornadoes due to substandard housing conditions and inflated rent.
Two years after the storm, the Stephens family were still unable to find adequate living quarters. The family of ten was forced 
to live apart. In addition to dealing with unscrupulous contractors, the family had to haggle with insurance companies as they 
tried to rebuild their home. The Stephens family, like so many other families, remained in temporary housing and separated, 
pending the completion of repairs.

Yet, all was not lost. The Stephens family connected with the Miami Valley Long-Term Recovery Operations Group 
(MVLTROG), and volunteer teams finished the repairs.

Alongside these traditional home repair projects, and with support from One Great Hour of Sharing, the MVLTROG helped 
launch the Tornado Survivors’ Pathways to Homeownership Project to help alleviate the housing crunch in the Dayton area. 
Volunteers and local nonprofits work together to transition “nuisance” properties and vacant lots into affordable, single-
family  housing options for tornado survivors who were displaced from rental housing, stabilizing both families and the 
community. First-time homeowners receive the support they need to build for their futures.

Sammy Deacon, Brethren Disaster Ministries Long-Term Project Leader, says “When you reach out to help someone else, the 
blessing comes back to you as well. An important aspect of the recovery effort is listening to people’s stories and knowing you 
have the opportunity to help them—physically and spiritually.”

With support for long-term recovery, including innovative programs like the Pathways to Homeownership project, One Great 
Hour of Sharing helps create opportunities for families to thrive after disasters. Because love remains

One Great Hour of Sharing continues to be a tangible expression of love—walking with communities in times of crisis.

Love responds.
Love rebuilds.
Love remembers.
Love remains.

Together, we provide immediate relief and long-term recovery support after disasters; equip churches and leaders in 
disaster preparedness measures; offer assistance to displaced people; and support global development projects that 
empower communities around the world to thrive. Our partners have persisted in this life-saving work despite the challenges 
of the pandemic and in the face of other disasters and humanitarian crises that continue to escalate in frequency and severity.

We are called to witness to this gospel truth: despite evidence to the contrary, even in the most difficult of circumstances, 
love remains. When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing you put love into action. Your giving shares faith, hope, and love 
all around the world. But the greatest of these is love.

June is 
One Great Hour 

of Sharing Month
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In this Issue...

ABC USA National Leadership 
Conference at Green Lake, WI

Executive Minister, Gregg Hemmn was part of a gathering of 
ABC USA leaders from the Office of General Secretary, 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, International 
Missions, and other ABC regions. They met at Green Lake, 
Wisconsin, for several days, as a part of the annual NLC 
meetings. Topics at the meeting that were discussed 
included:

General Secretary search update

Update to ABCIS system and transition to NetSuite

Support of Burmese congregations and people suffering as a 
result of the military coup

Reports from our ABC USA national partners

Ways that we can continue to support congregations as a re-
sult of the pandemic

Various other topics

There is a bell tower overlooking the 950 acre property and 
last Wednesday Gregg climbed to the top (with permission of 
course) and took this photo.

One afternoon, all NLC leaders went to the craft area and 
make bookmarks for one of the local care facility residents.
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Let us pray for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering that 
is collected every June that provides aid to those who have 
faced natural disasters, war and other horrible 
conditions. These monies will help those who are 
survivors of wildfires, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes and 
other deadly storms. They will also provide support to 
agencies and mission partners that are helping those in 
Ukraine, who are struggling in the midst of this war, and to 
our fellow believers in Myanmar, who are still persecuted 
because of their faith.

Let us pray that the Holy Spirit would motivate us to open 
our hearts in prayer and our wallets and pocketbooks to 
give generously to help those in need. As we do this, may 
we give cheerfully with all of our hearts! As the scripture 
says, “ Each of you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver!”

 2 Corinthians 9: 7 (NRSV)

“Dividing Daffodils”
I love watching the last news segment on the Friday CBS 
Evening News, which is “On the Road with Steve Hartman.” 
Believe it or not, I usually try and make it home by 5:45 pm, 
just to see it on my tv, but, if not, I know that I can watch it 
on my phone later.  These true stories are always filled with  
themes of joy, hope, sacrifice, peace, kindness, grace, mercy & 
love.  This week’s was no exception.  It was the story of a hus-
band who planted daffodils for his beloved wife, every year 
on a piece of property that they owned near a 2 lane road in 
Connecticut. He did this because she loved daffodils and he 
loved her so much!  He planted more and more 
daffodils every year during their 60 years of married life.  
After his wife died, he continued to pay tribute to her by 
dividing the bulbs and planting still more beautiful daffodils 
as the years went on.  He died at 103 years old and 
continued dividing the bulbs and planting them as long as he 
could.  Now, it is said that there are around 40,00 daffodils 
that bloom here every spring and many people come to 
enjoy the beauty, fragrance and grandeur of this daffodil field, 
which is a symbol of endless love. 

Instead of dividing daffodils, would you be interested in 
dividing some money by funding a charitable gift annuity?  
You could show your love for your wife, your husband or even 
a child or grandchild by giving as little as $1,000 for a gift 
annuity, and it would pay you or your loved one a sum of 
money every year until the Lord calls you home.  If you name 
a child or grandchild as your beneficiary, then your gift will 
bless them long after you are gone, Lord willing, and could 
inspire them to choose planned giving in their own lives as 
well!  Plus you can choose a mission agency or partner 
connected to the central region to benefit from your gift as 
well.  In that way, you can provide a sweet fragrance, not from 
a daffodil field, but from your heartfelt gift of love and care 
that will bless your family and support mission as well. 

I was delighted to see some of you at the wonderful Senior 
Adult Retreat held at FBC-McPherson in April, and I look 
forward to visiting with many of you at upcoming area 
meetings and the Annual Gathering in the fall.  If I can be of 
service to you regarding a charitable-gift annuity or other 
aspects of planned giving, please don’t hesitate to contact me 
by phone or e-mail.  Just like this daffodil field, your gift of 
love can bloom & grow forever!! By the way, there is a sweet 
ending to this story, but I m not going to share it with you, as 
you can check it out online.  Giving thanks for you!

(Source: CBS Evening News)

Rev. Tim Schwartz
KBCF Director of Planned Giving
913-424-9939/785-272-7622, Ext. 6
tim.schwartz@abccr.org



Page 4

Meet Interim Pastor Rick Nelson…
Rick and his wife Marlys will be married 50 years in June.  
They have 3 children and 3 grandchildren.  They began 
serving the ABC in Minnesota and then served churches in 
Iowa, Kansas, and Delaware.  Rick  has provided church 
leadership as a Youth Pastor,  Lay Pastor, Student Pastor, Solo 
Pastor and Senior Pastor.  Since his retirement he’s served 5 
interim pastorates: one in Nebraska, and four in Kansas.  
Presently he serves as an Interim at FBC Winfield.

Rick served in the U.S. Army from 1966-1970, with a tour 
of duty in Vietnam. Upon returning to the US, Rick began to 
dream, and wonder, why when so many were hurt and killed 
was, he spared?  God showed him that salvation was for a
 purpose, even before he had given his life to Christ!  

One night, in the quiet of his bedroom, Rick asked God to 
forgive his sins and he accepted Christ into his life. Rick 
became a new creation in Him. Then he was called into the 
ministry, but being a Pastor was far from Rick’s mind.  He 
resisted for 2 weeks and then, he prayed to God that he would 
do whatever God wanted him to do or go anywhere He 
wanted him to go.  Rick says, “A tremendous sense of peace 
washed over him.”

It has not always been easy, but Rick says, “He’s has never 
regretted his decision.” Rick earned his B.A. from Bethel C
ollege in St. Paul Minnesota , his M.Div. from Bethel Seminary, 
and his D.Min. from Midwestern Seminary in Liberty, 
Missouri. 

In his spare-time, Rick enjoys taking his turn in the kitchen.  
His favorite recipe is Sweet and Sour Chicken, with white rice 
and egg drop soup.  

We asked Rick, “What is your growing edge?”  He answered, 
“How to walk by faith and not by sight. I am also learning that 
when I feel weak or limited in skills I may rely upon God’s 
strength.”

Two Bible passages mean a great deal to Rick, II Corinthians 
12:9-10 and Galatians 2:20.  Who does Rick like to read?  Max 
Lucado and Charles Swindoll.
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Celebrating th Birth of Our Nation

Throughout the country, Independence Day is celebrated on 
July 4th with get togethers, parades, food, and fireworks.  The 
day is a celebration of the birth of our nation, the start of our 
freedom.

The American Revolutionary War began in April 1775.  The 
British forces attempted to confiscate weapons from the 
American colonists.  It was the first time colonial militias bat-
tled British troops, and thus began the war that would change 
our nation forever.

Fast forward to June 1776 when a group of leaders met for 
a Continental Congress meeting in Philadelphia.  During the 
meeting, Virginia statesman Richard Henry Lee proposed a 
motion for the colonies to declare independence from Brit-
ain.  A committee was formed to draft an official indepen-
dence document, which became known as the Declaration of 
Independence.  On July 2, 1776, Lee’s motion was approved.  
Two days later, the Declaration of Independence as officially 
adopted, and America became a free nation.  After declaring 
independence, Americans continued to fight the British until 
September 1783.

The first organized celebration was held in Philadelphia on 
July 4, 1777.   John Adams, a Founding Father and the 2nd 
President of the United States, strongly believed Indepen-
dence Day should be celebrated on July 2nd rather than the 
4th.  Because of his feelings, he refused to attend the festivi-
ties that year.  Although celebrations on the 4th have occurred 
annually since 1777, it didn’t become a national holiday until 
1870.  It became a paid holiday for federal workers in 1941.

Celebrations often include traditional get togethers with 
friends and family acknowledging those that have continued 
to ensure our freedom, hosting parades, watching fireworks, 
and enjoying picnics.  Many have fond memories of both large 
and small celebrations.  

Prairie Homestead Senior Living celebrates our freedom each 
year as well.  All are invited to attend a July 4th celebration 
at Prairie Homestead Senior Living in Wichita.  Events start 
at 10:00 with a salute to our Veterans.  The parade, free BBQ 
picnic and tours will immediately follow to round out the day.   
Whether you celebrate on the 2nd like John Adams preferred, 
or on the 4th like most others, we hope that you take time to 
give thanks for the opportunity to live and worship in a free 
country.  So often many take these freedoms for granted.  Cel-
ebrations, whether big or small, are a way to never forget the 
brave men and women who have made our country the great 
nation that it is.
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From  the pioneering women of long ago to the trailblazing leaders of today and all women who have responded to the call 
of God along the way, the movement of women into ministry has involved the whole family of faith from all across American 
Baptist Churches USA. With women serving in a multitude of ways and a variety of roles throughout the United States and 
around the world, American Baptist Women in Ministry (ABWIM) is hosting a unique conference: Radical. Redeemed. Ready: 
Celebrating Ministering Women. The conference will feature inspiring speakers, creative worship, engaging workshops, and 
multiple ways to connect while experiencing innovative approaches to ministry.

Conference Leaders
Rev. Lauren Lisa Ng
Conference Leader

An ordained minister with American Baptist Churches USA, Lauren Ng serves as director of Leadership 
Empowerment at the American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS). Ng has a distinct passion for 
fresh, alternative and entrepreneurial models of ministry and the emerging leaders who pursue them. She 
is currently completing a Doctor of Ministry in Creative Leadership at Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary. She earned her Masters of Divinity from the Berkeley School of Theology and was ordained in 
2005. Rev. Ng earned her BA in English and Creative Writing from Oberlin College. Her 20+ years of 
professional experience include serving as network strategist for the ABHMS, serving on development staff 
with International Ministries, and as an advisor for American Baptist Women in Ministry, a board member 
of ABHMS, and a trustee of Bacone College. She also served for five years as associate pastor at First 
Chinese Baptist Church in San Francisco.

Rev. Adalia Gutiérrez Lee, MD
Conference Leader

Rev. Adalia Gutiérrez Lee, MD, is the area director for Iberoamerica & the Caribbean with American 
Baptist International Ministries. She is a medical doctor and an ordained minister. She served as 
an American Baptist missionary for twenty years, first at PROVADENIC (Program of Vaccination 
and Community Development) a health ministry of the Nicaraguan Baptist Convention and later at 
Deborah’s House, a ministry of healing and hope for families and victims of domestic violence, of 
the Baja Baptist Women in Mexico. As an area director, she has traveled throughout the Americas 
for the last six years while promoting, coordinating and strengthening the ministries of 39 
American Baptist missionaries, and 50 partners in 18 different countries.

Rev. Dr. Trinette V. McCray
Conference Leader

Rev. Dr. Trinette Vernell McCray is a native of Milwaukee, Wis., and a life-long member of Calvary 
Baptist Church who was educated in the Milwaukee Public School system. She received a 
Bachelor’s degree in Urban Affairs from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and at age 
twenty-five accepted God’s call to ministry. She attended seminary in 1979 at the Morehouse School 
of Religion in Atlanta, Ga., receiving a Masters degree in Religious Education. She was ordained in 
1981 by the late civil rights leader, The Rev. Dr. Ralph David Abernathy in Atlanta, an 
accomplishment that was both spiritual and social given that Black Baptist churches in Atlanta 
declared not to ordain women. She went on to earn a Doctor of Ministry degree in Spirituality from 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1998. Rev. Dr. McCray has been a leader both 
locally and nationally through church, denominational, faith-based organizations, and educational 
institutions at Cardinal Stritch University and Central Baptist Theological Seminary-Wisconsin. In 
June 1999, Dr. McCray was elected president of American Baptist Churches USA, having the 
historic distinction of being the first clergywoman elected as national president. Dr. McCray is 
currently the president of the American Baptist National Black Caucus.

Rev. Dr. Zina Jacque
Conference Leader

Rev. Dr. Zina Jacque is a member of the pastoral staff of the historic Alfred Street Baptist Church 
in Alexandra, Va. and will be responsible for the Villages Ministry, a small group program serving 
over 4,000 men and women across the country. Dr. Jacque has served on the staffs of white, black, 
multicultural, urban, and suburban churches and has done extensive work in the areas of 
education, counseling, and support programs. Jacque most recently served as the lead pastor of 
the Community Church of Barrington, Ill. Previously, she served as Executive Director and 
Founder of the Pastoral Counseling Center of Trinity Church (Episcopal) in Boston and was the 
Interim Director of Christian Education at the Melrose Church in Massachusetts. Prior to entering 
ministry, Rev. Jacque completed a 20+ year career in higher education serving in senior positions 
at Northwestern (Chicago, Ill.), the University of Chicago (Chicago, Ill.), Mills College (Oakland, 
Ca.), and the University of California (both Santa Cruz and the Office of the President).



Rev. Dr. Priscilla Eppinger
Conference Historian

Rev. Dr. Priscilla E. Eppinger has served as executive director of the American Baptist Historical 
Society since 2016. She accepted the position of executive director of ABHS inspired by the Soci-
ety’s mission to advance Baptist identity, promote historical literacy, and thereby advance spiritual 
and social transformation. One of her priorities as curator of the ABHS archives is to ensure the 
inclusion of marginalized voices in the historical record. Prior to taking up leadership of ABHS, 
Eppinger was professor of religion at Community of Christ Seminary (Independence, Mo.) and 
Graceland University (Lamoni, Iowa) where she also chaired the Peace Studies program. Earlier 
ministry experience includes pastoral ministry at First Baptist Church (Plymouth, Mass.), which 
ordained her in 1994, and North Shore Baptist Church (Chicago, Ill.). At the start of her career 
Eppinger was commissioned by International Ministries and served as an educational missionary 
to the Democratic Republic of Congo (then called Zaire), and subsequently worked in the ABHMS 
Office of Governmental Relations.Scripture Cannot Be Broken: The Social Function of the Use of 
Scripture in the Fourth Gospel (Brill, 2003). She earned her M.Div. from Yale Divinity School and 
her Ph.D. in New Testament from Yale University., Mills College (Oakland, Ca.), and the University 
of California (both Santa Cruz and the Office of the President).

Dr. Karen Hetrick
Worship Weaver

Dr. Karen Hetrick has served in music ministry in eight ABC churches over four decades and cur-
rently serves as Director of Worship & Worship Arts at Mt. Auburn United Methodist Church in 
Greenwood, Ind., since 2006. She has served the American Baptist Churches through worship at 
regional and national events for American Baptist Women’s Ministries and the ABCUSA Minister’s 
Council. She is a former board member and Past President of the Fellowship of American Baptist 
Musicians, helping to plan and lead the FABM Conference for Church Musicians. Hetrick earned a 
B.A. in Fine Arts from Judson University (Elgin, Ill.), a Master of Arts in Church Music (M.A.C.M.) 
from Christian Theological Seminary, and a Doctor of Worship Studies (D.W.S.) from The Robert 
E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies. Her particular interests regarding worship include effec-
tive presentation of Scripture in worship, sensory-rich and participatory worship, and cultivating 
a congregational sense of worshiping God together as God’s people.Scripture Cannot Be Broken: 
The Social Function of the Use of Scripture in the Fourth Gospel (Brill, 2003). She earned her M.Div. 
from Yale Divinity School and her Ph.D. in New Testament from Yale University., Mills College (Oak-
land, Ca.), and the University of California (both Santa Cruz and the Office of the President).

Rev. Dr. Marie Onwubuariri
Poet Laureate

Rev. Dr. Marie Onwubuariri found a love for the arts through a myriad of communities throughout 
her life: learning about and growing an appreciation for illustration and watercolor paints; making 
music with piano, clarinet, and voice; writing short stories and poetry; enjoying live theater and 
music of many genres, black-and-white photo taking and developing and, more recently, digital 
photography. In college, Marie focused in on poetry, which she has recently incorporated more 
intentionally in her ministry, especially “in the moment” as people interact amidst the stirring of 
the Spirit. In her pastoral, administrative, and educational ministries she strives to embody an 
approach that integrates cultural self-knowing, interpersonal and organizational practices that 
affirm the value of and ensure equity for all people, and a deep and active trust in the work of the 
Triune God. She also offers gifts in bridge-building, hospitality, communication, and holistic 
administration. Marie now serves as ABCUSA Associate General Secretary for Mission Resource 
Development, after having served in various capacities, including Regional Executive Minister of 
the American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin, seminary administrator, and local church pastor.
participatory worship, and cultivating a congregational sense of worshiping God together as God’s 
people.Scripture Cannot Be Broken: The Social Function of the Use of Scripture in the Fourth 
Gospel (Brill, 2003). She earned her M.Div. from Yale Divinity School and her Ph.D. in New 
Testament from Yale University., Mills College (Oakland, Ca.), and the University of California (both 
Santa Cruz and the Office of the President).

Rev. Dr. Jaime Clark-Soles
Conference Leader

Rev. Dr. Jaime Clark-Soles is Professor of New Testament and Altshuler Distinguished Teaching 
Professor at Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University. She is also the Director of 
the Baptist House of Studies at Perkins. Dr. Clark-Soles enjoys speaking widely and writing for both 
academic and popular audiences. As an ordained American Baptist minister, she has served in both 
parish and hospice settings. She is the New Testament editor of the compelling new CEB Women’s 
Bible and has recently completed a book entitled Women in the Bible for the Interpretation 
commentary series. She is the author of numerous books and essays, with books including Reading 
John for Dear Life: A Spiritual Walk with the Fourth Gospel (Westminster John Knox [WJK], 2016), 
Engaging the Word: The New Testament and the Christian Believer (WJK, 2010); Death and the 
Afterlife in the New Testament (T&T Clark, 2006); and Scripture Cannot Be Broken: The Social 
Function of the Use of Scripture in the Fourth Gospel (Brill, 2003). She earned her M.Div. from Yale 
Divinity School and her Ph.D. in New Testament from Yale University., Mills College (Oakland, Ca.), 
and the University of California (both Santa Cruz and the Office of the President).


