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SERVICE TO GOD AND SERVICE TO OTHERS
 In the past, the Martin Luther. King, Jr. Sunday evening service was sponsored by the Topeka

Baptist Ministry Union. However, the Living the Dream (LTD) committee was looking for other

options. As the ABBCR NE Area Moderator, I asked the executive team to allow us to sponsor the

Sunday evening service. Pastor Delmar White and I started planning the service. In planning the

service, we were thinking of all the people in our community who serve faithfully. Our plan was to

recognize them at the service. 

Although it came as a surprise to him, it was no surprise to others that we honored Executive

Minister, Dr. Gregg Hemmen with the MLK Community Service award. We wanted to recognize all

the work that Gregg does behind the scenes and never takes credit for. Dr. Hemmen helped

support churches and pastors during the COVID-19 pandemic ensuring that they had all the

resources they needed to continue to do ministry in the presence of such uncertainty.  He

frequently checks in to see how he can support pastors in prayer and service. He supports and

helps provide resources for those who work toward social justice, caring for the less fortunate,

providing basic needs to the community, and spreading the Gospel.

The evening was a blessing for all who attended with a dynamic message by Pastor T.D. Hicks,

music by the Parker Sisters, and other individuals on the program.

Monday evening the Topeka Center for Peace and Justice and New Life Baptist Church hosted

another service. Val Bauman with KTWU was mistress of ceremonies, Topeka Mayor Michael

Padilla gave the welcome, Ms. LaQuanda Jacobs of the Innocence Project sang and shared her

experience about her false imprisonment. Dr. Beryl New, Director of Certified Personnel and Equity

Council, Topeka Public Schools was the keynote speaker.

Top Right: Pastor Carl Frazier and Executive Minister, Gregg Hemmen

Bottom left: Pastor Clarence Newton and members of New Life Baptist Church

Bottom Middle: LaQuanda Jacobs

Botton Right: Topeka Area Clergy 

Written by: Carl Frazier and Morgan Bandy



 

When Diane and I got married, she was just finishing her first year of graduate school at Duke Divinity School. I found a

position of service at Cane Creek Baptist Church, in Hillsborough, North Carolina, while Diane worked for the President of

Duke University. While she was going to seminary, her job was to take care of the small household tasks the President didn’t

have time for. She picked up the President’s dry cleaning, did the grocery shopping, and helped take care of the details when

dignitaries came to the University. Part of Diane’s compensation was a place for us to live at the President’s House. While it

may sound impressive, we basically had about 250 square feet of living space in two small rooms and a bathroom. That first

year of marriage, we folded our bed into our couch every morning (one of those not-so-comfortable Hide-a-Beds) but had

some wonderful experiences with people we met.

If you are a college basketball fan, you know that part of North Carolina is at the epicenter of one of college basketball’s

greatest rivalries – Duke University and the University of North Carolina. Diane’s job with the Duke President offered us a

chance to see some Duke games. My job at Cane Creek Baptist Church gave us an inside track to season ticket holders at

UNC, whenever someone couldn’t use their tickets. It was a fascinating experience to live in an area where people took their

college basketball so seriously. Now that we’re living in Kansas, we’re once again reminded of a similar passion because

people take their college basketball seriously here as well.  

Last March, Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski was coaching his last home game before retiring. I don’t believe it was a

coincidence that this last regular season game was against their fierce rival, UNC. It would have been the ultimate sendoff for

Coach K – beating UNC one last time. But no one told UNC and rookie coach Hubert Davis how this was supposed to play

out. UNC came into Cameron Indoor Stadium and took the game right to Duke beating the Duke Blue Devils on their home

floor and leaving a very sour taste in the mouths of the Duke faithful.  

 During the post-game press conference, I listened to Hubert Davis speak about this unexpected victory. I was also surprised

to hear him speak openly about his faith in God. I just didn’t know Davis and became more intrigued as he spoke at length

about his faith.  

 Davis quoted Proverbs 4:25 in his postgame press conference, “Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be

straight before you.” This verse was a constant reminder for his team during the 2021-2022 season. It worked out pretty

well for UNC until the national championship game where the Kansas Jayhawks beat the Tarheels 72-69.

In the early stages of this New Year, there are two words I constantly keep in my mind – gaze and glance. A gaze is a

prolonged look at something or someone with focus. A glance is a momentary visual awareness. As Jesus followers, our

gaze is to be on Jesus. We are only to glance at our problems and distractions. When I keep my gaze on Jesus and my

glance on the non-Jesus challenges, I’m where I need to be. When my gaze settles on my problems and I only glance at

Jesus, I’m in for a struggle. Jesus is always out ahead of us helping us to know how to follow. Today, spend a few moments

being honest with yourself about where your gaze and glance is focused. “Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze

be straight before you.”  

--Gregg L.J. Hemmen

GAZE AND GLANCE
REV DR. GREGG HEMMEN, EXECUTIVE MINISTER



Apply Here

https://www.abccr.org/about-4


WHY I'M AN AMERICAN BAPTIST
BILL POLAND, ABCCR PRESIDENT

My affiliation as an American Baptist is due, in no small part, to the fact that I was born into an American

Baptist family and eventually married a girl born and raised in an American Baptist family. Why was I American

Baptist? That’s just who I was. Eventually, I became aware of church polity and had to decide if that was who I

really am. Similar to other denominations, the American Baptist Churches of the USA (ABCUSA) has a

structure, somewhat of a hierarchy from the local congregation to the national board. Unlike most other

denominations with a hierarchy, the ABCUSA affiliate churches have autonomy; the hierarchy doesn’t dictate

how the local congregation operates. I like the idea of being in control of our own destiny, nobody telling us

what we must believe or do. The local church affiliates with an “area” which is part of a “region” which is a part

of the ABCUSA, some areas breaking down even farther to “associations” and “clusters”. Local congregations

choose to associate, for the betterment of all.

Baptists have been associating with each other since 1707 when 5 congregations in New Jersey and

Philadelphia came together to form the Philadelphia Baptist Association. By 1790 there were 35 Baptist

associations with approximately 560 ministers, 750 churches and 60,000 members in the U.S. (Per ABCUSA

“Our History”). In the decades that followed, the Baptists continued to sort out our associations and eventually

the ABCUSA became a denomination. Throughout this process we have maintained church autonomy while

providing local congregations with support in a variety of areas, from ordination and pastoral search to

mission opportunities. Since 1962 the American Baptist Churches Mission Center has been involved in

ongoing planning of domestic and overseas mission work. Today, hundreds of American Baptist missionaries

serve in the U.S. and more than 20 other countries. It is unlikely that a small local congregation would be able

to financially support a full-time missionary serving overseas; only when we pool our resources are we able to

impact those outside our own community. Again, by associating with others, we are able to accomplish more

for the Kingdom of God.

Beyond traditional mission work, the ABCUSA is also involved with influencing political action decisions.

Recently the work of the Burma Advocacy Group, the Burma Refugee Commission, American Baptist

International Ministries (IM), American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), the Regional Executive

Ministers Council (REMC) and MMBB Financial Services (MMBB) and the General Secretary helped to gain the

passage of the Burma Act Bill in the U.S. Senate. With the work of these organizations as well as churches

writing letters and making phone calls, legislation was passed, and our hope is that action will be taken quickly

to bring freedom to Burma (Myanmar).

So, why am I an American Baptist? I have discovered that American Baptists from around the country are an

incredibly diverse group of people who love Jesus and want to fulfill the great commission to go and make

disciples. Together we can do more. AND the local church is still autonomous. 



Prairie Homestead Senior Living

 Tips for Finding Services and Assistance

Anyone feel overwhelmed when looking for the best option when you are in need of some type of service or

assistance? Whether looking for tire repair, best restaurant, or even a senior living care community…….finding

the best choice is sometimes difficult with the overwhelming information now available.

Here at Prairie Homestead Senior Living, we encourage our residents to spend time doing their research and

maximize technology for their benefit. Many find the tips below helpful:

1. Understanding Google search results: When you complete a Google search, be aware that the top choices

listed often are paid advertising listings (Identified by the word “Ad” in bold to the left). The service provider

listed first is not necessarily the most popular or best, so feel free to scroll down a bit to make an informed

decision.

2. Read the reviews: After doing a Google search, check out the reviews given of a potential provider.

Customers and supporters often share their experience and give both positive and negative insight. Read

through multiple reviews to get a comprehensive evaluation. (Many have star ratings that average of all reviews

based on a 5-star system.)

3. Look for recognition or industry awards: Often, providers will be recognized for additional certifications,

training, or accomplishments. For instance, Prairie Homestead Senior Living was recently voted the Silver

Award recipient for Best Assisted Living campus in Wichita! These special recognitions can confirm that you’ll

receive quality services.

4. Check out the company’s Facebook page: Facebook is a way for companies to share about the culture of

their services rather than just sharing a sales or marketing message. Looking through posts can help you

decide if the culture of the business matches your own beliefs and desires.

5. Talk with friends and family who may have similar needs or experiences: There is nothing better than a

firsthand account shared by a trusted friend or family members. Ask around and see if others have had

personal interactions or experiences. Here at Prairie Homestead, over 75% of seniors interested in moving have

known someone that lived or currently lives on campus!  

Regardless of what service or assistance you may be searching for, technology can be helpful in narrowing

your search. With these tips, you can gather valuable information right from the comfort of your own home that

will help you make an informed decision.



During African American history month and the month that we honor two of our presidents with one national holiday, I thought it

would be fitting to share some history on the beginning of charitable gift annuities in the USA. 

According to Wayne Olson, who wrote the book, "Big Gifts–Small Effort" the first charitable gift annuity was funded in 1831.

He tells the story this way, saying that the American Bible Society approached a donor named John Frey of Palatine, New York. Mr.

Frey wanted to give the Bible Society some money for its mission, but he could not give as much as he wanted because he was

encumbered by a commitment to take care of a family member. He was responsible for the care of his sister and needed to fulfill

that responsibility, so he agreed to give the Bible Society $1,000 if it would pay his sister $70 each year for the rest of her life, no

matter how long she lived. Both parties reached an agreement, and the money was donated to The American Bible Society, with

the provision of taking care of his sister each year until her death. They have been issuing charitable gift annuities ever since and

many, many other charitable organizations have been doing the same thing for almost 200 years now!

How about you? Would you be interested in funding a charitable gift annuity that would benefit you, your spouse, both of you, or

another family member? Also, it could benefit your local church, fund grants & offerings and support a multitude of mission

partners throughout the years to come. It would also provide you with a fine tax deduction too. If you are interested, please don't

hesitate to call me or email me and I will be there to answer any questions or help you in this process. Thanks for your

consideration of such an important matter as this!

Planned Giving

HELPING YOU TO GIVE GENEROUSLY, 

REV. TIM SCHWARTZ 

KBCF DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING

913-424-9939/ 785-272-7622

TIMMANS39@GMAIL.COM 

TIM.SCHWARTZ@ABCCR.ORG 

The youth of FBC Gardner
enjoyed a night of ice

skating at Crown Center

 



Click Here to Register Today

https://forms.gle/ccWF72Mdkr469JjP7
https://forms.gle/YmPoRiBMx45GNjx29


Key Questions…  Yes No

    

1. It is easy to know what time worship begins?  ❑ ❑

2.
Our building is easy to navigate with an armful of kids and

winter coats?
 ❑ ❑

3. People can easily identify our church?  ❑ ❑

4.
When people arrive at the front door of our church they are

welcomed:
 ❑ ❑

5. They are greeted and introduced to church members?  ❑ ❑

6. They’re seated near people who do more than greet them?  ❑ ❑

7. They are more than invited to attend Sunday School?  ❑ ❑

8. We have ‘Consumer friendly’ materials that explain our church?  ❑ ❑

9. Visitors are reminded that we are proud of our identity?  ❑ ❑

10. We have a follow-up strategy in place for every new visitor?  ❑ ❑

11.
Are we a place that has real answers to loneliness and

depression?
 ❑ ❑

 
WHAT'S AN AMERICAN BAPTIST?
DR. BILL HENDRICKS, DIRECTOR OF INTERIM MINISTRY

What causes new people to walk through the doors of your church? While the list of things that might attract a new

Church Member seems endless, the harsh reality is that they are not walking through the door, at least not in great

hordes! The following article is a sneak preview of a four-week study Titled ‘The ABCs of the ABC that I will lead every

Thursday during the month of February, 7:00pm – 8:15pm. We will talk about who we are as a Region and as a Nation-

wide Denomination. 

-

Most people have a predetermined idea of who we are as a church. And they have decided concerning their involvement

with the building (your building) they drive by on a regular basis. But facts remain, while church attendance is down, the

rate of depression and loneliness are on the rise. Here’s a simple church assessment:

This time of year, in the corporate world the answer to sagging performance is always ‘Let’s re-brand ourselves.’ A coat

of paint, a new sign, or logo. Can we find some way to say: ‘We are unique, we care;’ anything that causes people to

change their preconceived ideas and thoughts about us’? 

I am proud to be an American Baptist. I believe we ‘Do Church” in an attractive way; a way that appeals to the ‘New

Generation. A way that exalts Christ and the ministry our churches are called to perform. Christ in us, the hope of glory! 

n this upcoming series (Mark your calendar for Feb 2, 9, 16 and 23) Branding is a key part of church growth, but many

of our churches struggle to create a consistent and attractive brand. In many cases a simple logo is all that’s needed,

but in most cases, we need to answer the question ‘What is an American Baptist?’

Your brand is a combination of the elements that define your Church. These include your mission, logo, Christian ethos.

The first step in defining any Church’s brand is to refocus on Jesus Christ. Possibly these questions can assist: 



 
WHAT'S AN AMERICAN BAPTIST?
DR. BILL HENDRICKS, DIRECTOR OF INTERIM MINISTRY              

What has He called your Church to do? Could being a proud American Baptist give you a lift? We’ll answer this

question in Session One.  

Have we taken advantage of the powerful and positive messages of the ABC and the ABCCR?

Have you brainstormed a shortlist of church activities you could do collaboratively to build a brand and get your

church reengaged? If you’re feeling uninspired, Session Three (Feb.16) 

And possibly you are just a little worried about stepping on a landmine. There certainly are some issues that can

turn a church inside out. The Fourth and final session is about ‘Triggers and Responses.’

1.

2.

3.

4.

Your brand identity is on the line. This includes your understanding of what an American Baptist is! A new brand means

considering new visual elements (possibly an American Baptist logo in every church member’s car, on the rear

window? 

The strongest brands speak in a voice that matches their audience. Are you appealing to younger or older people? Men

or women? Individuals or families? Answering these questions will help you define your brand voice. Will we make

every session in February, specifically about the voice of Christ? As your church grows, your brand evolves to keep

pace with your developing of young Christians. Rebranding can help you stay in touch. 

This month let us pray that God will strengthen and empower the youth in the Central Region. Let us pray for all those involved

in 4Ten, that the Holy Spirit would give them discernment and wisdom and help them to grow as young leaders in their

churches and communities. May the spirit also guide them as they possibly consider ministry as their calling and vocation.

Let us also pray for all of our youth who might be going through emotional, mental, physical or spiritual distress, that Jesus

would wrap them in his loving arms and carry them through into the light of a new day! Still, let us do our part, as the people of

God, to help one of these youth by sharing compassion, empathy, concern and a listening ear.

Let us pray for our Associate Executive Minister, Jennifer Schneider, who not only oversees our region youth programs, but has

a deep heart for youth and youth ministry and is continuing to study and grow in this important area of ministry.  Let us also

pray for Morgan Bandy and our other region staff who are involved in youth ministry. May they and all of us remind our youth

of how unique, valuable, wonderful, and important they are as they become our future leaders in the church. As the scripture

says, "Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in

love, in faith and in purity."

I Timothy 4:12 (NIV)

PRAYER EMPHASIS
REV. TIM SCHWARTZ           



Upcoming Events
"No Turning Back"
PHILIPPIANS 3 : 13 -15  MSG

APRIL 26-27, 2023
WEST SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH

304 S SENECA
WICHITA, KS

 

REGISTRATION MATERIALS ARE

AVAILABLE AT

WWW.ABCCR.ORG OR

THROUGH YOUR LOCAL

CHURCH OFFICE.

 

JOIN THE FUN!

DR .  J E R RY  C A I N ,  K E Y NOT E  S P E A K E R

Registrations are due by April 10, 2023 in order to

prevent the assessed late fee. Housing is not provided

but there are many reasonably priced hotels/motels in

the Wichita area.

Many fun activities have been planned by the Sr. Adult

Retreat Committee.

These will include:

Bible Study led by Dr. John Clark

Bells led by Jan Smith

Virtual Tours of 7 churches led by James Callaway

Chair Exercises led by Morgan Bandy

Region Moving Forward led by Rev. Dr. Gregg Hemmen

Getting on Down the Tracks Interest Group led by Janet

Crowl

“All Aboard” craft led by Lois Chiles

Choir led by Bob Artz

Fun coloring contest, puzzles, more fun, and fellowship.

Hope to see you there!



 

https://form.123formbuilder.com/6320789/2023-prairie-pastors-registration-form


 





WINTER JAM THIS YEAR WILL

BE AT THE T-MOBILE CENTER 

& INTRUST BANK ARENA

Price: Tickest are $!5 each.

Possible hotel room, depending

on how many are attending. 

 

We will only be going to one

concert. This will be decided by

feefback on those who are going

and whether they live clsoer to

Wichita or Kasnas City,

For more information, please

contact Cindy Fritz:

 (785) 820- 1640



https://www.rootedwmn.org/registration


 

4Ten Students gathered together at FBC Hutchinson for their second event. Pastor Rishawn Austin

taught them some new archery skills. Throughout the weekend they learned about their strengths and

gifts and how to use them in their schools and churches.

 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church youth learn verse memorization by competing in a relay race


