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Tulsa City-County Library’s American Indian Resource Center will induct Archie Mason, Osage and Cherokee, into the Circle 
of Honor during a special virtual presentation March 5, 10:30 a.m. on TCCL’s YouTube, www.youtube.com/TulsaLibrary. 

The Circle of Honor award presentation begins a month-long celebration honoring the achievements and accomplishments 
of Native Americans. Programs are planned for all ages throughout March featuring local presenters. 

Archie Mason, a member of the Osage and Cherokee Nations, resides in Pawhuska, Oklahoma. Continuing his family’s trib-
al government service - his great-grandfather, James Bigheart, was Chief of the Osages - Mason has dedicated his time and 
knowledge to serving his community. 

He holds a BA in Education and a Masters of Education Degree from Northeastern State University and has completed 
post-graduate studies at The University of Tulsa. After a 30-year career with Tulsa Public Schools, which included time as a 
classroom teacher, certi ied counselor, and Title IX and Johnson O’Malley Indian Education director, Mason continued in ed-
ucation as an adjunct professor in the Humanities Department at Rogers State University. In 2006, he entered tribal politics 
where he served 14 years as a member of the Osage Nation Congress.  
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One Great Hour of Sharing

In this Issue...

Last fall, I was invited to read a new book pre-release. The 
book is titled 3 Big Questions That Change Every Teenager: 
Making the Most of Your Conversations and Connections, 
written by Kara Powell and Brad Grif in. This is not the irst 
time I have been asked to read a book before it was available 
to everyone, but I am not sure I have been as excited about a 
book as I was this one.  

 In their book, Powell and Grif in suggest almost every 
question teens have is one of three big questions: Who am I? 
Where do I it in? and What difference can I make? These 
are questions of identity, belonging, and purpose. In their 
studies over the years of young people and faith formation, 
Powell and Grif in have discovered teenagers who have been 
invited to ask the big questions about God and spirituality 
have stronger faith. They found “it’s not doubt that is toxic 
to faith - it’s silence.” (P. 34)

 Their book is a commentary on youth ministry, but it also 
offers many questions that help start conversations with 
young people. Questions such as: 

•When you ask yourself , “who am I?” What sorts of words or 
phrases come to mind?

•Do you ever get nervous about the future?

•How would you describe your family’s religious or faith 
background?

•How might God be working in this situation?

 I would recommend this book to pastors, youth leaders, 

3 Big Questions That Change Every Teenager: 
Making the Most of Your Conversations and 

Connections

What is ReShaping Church?

ReShaping Church is a guided process for capturing and in-
tegrating the innovation and adaptation resulting from dis-
ruptive life experiences, transforming churches into greater 
expressions of the body of Christ.
Central Seminary’s ReShaping Church: Thriving Congrega-
tions program is a partnership with Pinnacle Leadership 
Associates and generously funded by the Lilly Endowment.

Why Participate in ReShaping Church?
How has your church responded to the multiple crises and 
pandemics we have and continue to face? How will you de-
cide which aspects of yesterday’s “normal” are worth keep-
ing and which ones to let go? What happens when pastoring 
during a pandemic, leading in a liminal season, or respond-
ing to a crisis lasts much longer than you expected? What 
will a “new normal” look like for your congregation as it 
seeks to be transformed and to transform?
If you are thinking about these topics, you are not alone. 
Faith leaders and communities all over the country are ask-
ing the same questions. Central Seminary invites you to join 
the dialogue with other pastors and churches for re lecting 
on unpredictable experiences, processing them in commu-
nity, and using them to grow more fully into your unique 
expression of the Body of Christ.

Anticipated Outcomes:
- A greater and more accurate understanding of our VUCA 
context, along with the greater understanding of how 
churches are responding
- Increased con idence and competence for leading effec-
tively during volatile times
- Learning emerging church leadership practices which help 
open the door for missional movement and reshaping the 
church for effective ministry during volatile times
- Collaborative learning with other congregational leaders

Activities and Format
Three primary activities are the heart of this Congregation-
al Leadership Collective.

1. Monthly Online Seminar - Third Tuesdays, 1:00-2:15 p.m. 
(CST), February – June; Participants will engage in an 
online Seminar once a month (75 minutes), facilitated by 
Mark Tidsworth, author of ReShape: Emerging Church 
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It’s a new year, a new month and a new chapter in planned 
giving.  In some ways I feel like a runner on a 4 by 4 relay 
team and I have just received the baton.  What I remember is 
that Marshall Schirer held the baton and then he passed it on 
to Wilma Engle, who has now passed it on to me.   I want to 
thank Wilma for her guidance, training and help during this 
past couple of years and I know that while it is time for her 
to retire, I will need to ask her a question from time to time 
because of her great wealth of knowledge and expertise in i-
nancial affairs.  I am deeply grateful to have worked with her 
during this past season!  

Almost 30 years ago, I said “yes” to God by responding to 
two American Baptist ministers, who invited me to consider 
being a youth worker and Sunday school teacher during the 
summer at the First Baptist Church of El Paso, Illinois.  Since 
then I have been on a ministry journey that led me to Central 
Baptist Seminary and then on into a variety of ministries in-
cluding missionary, hospital chaplain, development worker, 
church pastor, staff at Bethel Neighborhood Center, hospice 
chaplain, staff at Unique Finds and now-planned giving.  

As I begin this new chapter of ministry, I want you to know 
that I have a lot to learn and grow in, but I will give my very 
best to help you in your planned giving wishes and needs.  
Just like all of you, I run in such a way as to win the prize  and 
to follow in the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  

What is God asking you to do in this new year—start a new 
ministry, volunteer more in your church or community, reach 
out to someone in need, use your talents in a new way or sup-
port our region and missions with your inancial gifts?  Are 
you ready to say “yes” to God?  I hope so.  

I am available to meet you to talk about your options for 
planned giving, without any charge or obligation.  Please 
reach out to me and we can visit.  If you wish to give to a Char-
itable Gift Annuity, you can receive income from your gift for 
the rest of your life.  On your mark, get set, go!

Rev. Tim Schwartz
Director of Planned Giving
Cell: 913-424-9939

New Year, New Chapter



MINISTRY
How To Handle Dif icult Church Members
By Rev. Dr. William Hendricks; ABCCR Director Interim Ministries

Dr. Hendricks spent 5 years studying con lict as part of his 
D.Min.  He created the seminar, “How to Handle Dif icult 
People” that was presented in 5 countries and to more than 
100,000 people.

Sr. Adult Retreat to Have Central Region 
Pastor, Joel Grizzle as Keynote Speaker

Let’s look at two more of the Dirty Dozen…  
The  Deal Maker and the Debbie Downer Member. These 
two are known to make a grown pastor cry.  The way they 
frame concerns and their attempts at reconciliation are 
guaranteed to create more issues.  These two members of 
the Dirty Dozen have an uncanny ability to dismiss both the 
people dynamics as well as the issues at hand.

•Debbie Downer believes no one will change, and quickly 
stakes out and intransient position.  

•The Deal Maker believes everyone can give a little and 
starts bargaining rather than engaging in conversation.  

Why do these two members trigger such high frustration? 
When they show up the issues disappear. Debbie Downer 
buries it, and the Deal Maker immediately starts bargaining. 
In both cases, they avoid con lict by ‘tossing options’ on the 
table, lots of options.  They force the pastor, or others, 
involved to reconcile solutions with no conversation.   A rush 
to solutions typi ies each of these dif icult church members.  
Here are some speci ics:

1st Debbie Downer. 

Now, the Deal Maker.

1st Deal Maker.

The Deal maker immediately assumes that everyone should 
give a little and immediately parses compromise positions.  
These arrive as if they are positive but are often received as 
anything but positive.  Compromise feels a lot like giving in or 
giving up.  Why does this person make a pastor cry?  Because 
even if the alternative is viable, it has not been discovered by 
the parties involved.  The Deal Maker skips the issues, avoids 
possible con lict, and causes people to start at a point that 
has not been discussed.

          2nd Deal Maker.

The assumption that everyone can give a little creates an 
unacceptable proposition for some. Some bring so little to the 
table; they have nothing to give. They are defeated without a 
chance.  There is also the false premise that the parties 
involved should equally move, giving up the same or 
proportional amount.  

What makes a pastor cry in this scenario?  

The total lack of justice.  Just because someone shouts louder 
or has more invested is not a good criterion for reconciliation 
in many cases.

These two members of the Dirty Dozen should help you un-
derstand the tension an Interim Minister feels, as they deal 
with people whom they barely know and problems that must 
be managed before a new pastor ills the pulpit.  

If one of the Dirty Dozen is knocking on the door of your 
church, right now.  Or if you would just like to talk through 
some challenges, please feel free to give me a call. 

Bill Hendricks (913) 558-3311



We had a wonderful Summer Rally picnic supper at DeSoto Baptist Church on July 27, 2021.  There were over forty in 
attendance. FBC Olathe took home the “members in attendance” banner. The guest speakers were global servants from 
Hungary, Larry and Becky Stanton. 

Larry shared about his work in the refugee camps, food and irewood distribution, and earthquake relief in the Croatian 
areas.  Becky then shared about the work she performs as an English Language instructor at a school in Teglas, Hungary.  It 
is her white cross request for bilingual education materials that our Central Region chose as part of the 2021 Project.  They 
were delightful.  FBC DeSoto had the idea to sell raffel tickets to earn money for the Project.  The prizes were earrings, a 
bracelet and a lovely wooden lag. The prize winners were Reba Berola, Sharon Coatney and Debbie Maniez.  $1,000was sent 
from DeSoto Baptist for the Project!! Mary Etta Copeland performed a beautiful organ solo, “I Love to Tell the Stories” to close 
the meeting. 

Our fall rally was held at FBC Olathe with September Trible, a certi ied BeAlert presenter with the Stop Traf icking Project as 
our guest speaker. She began with statistics and presence of the issue in the Kansas City area, including Olathe.  She told us 
of the risk factors, signs of human traf icking and how to report something seen.  “Human traf icking is always exploitation 
of vulnerability,” she said.   
At the business part of our meeting, there were 28 ladies in attendance; FBC Paola took home the traveling banner.  It was 
joyful to hear that our goal for the annual project had exceeded the $30,000 goal by $3,400!  God has worked miracles in the 
midst of the Covid pandemic.  Before leaving, a soup luncheon was served.  

Our calendar is full for 2022.  The spring board meeting will be March 22 either at  Appanoose Baptist Church or Zoom.  
Noti ication will be sent to board members closer to the meeting.  The Spring Rally will be at 9:30 on April 28 in Paola.  The 
guest speakers will be Mang and Nem Sonna from Bethel Neighborhood Center.  The Summer Rally will once again be held 
in DeSoto!  They liked having us so much, they agreed to host again!!  It will be an evening meal and men are welcome.  The 
speaker has not yet been determined.  

Luther Rice Association





Hearts of Valentine
Interim Pastor, Bob Krause; FBC Paola

February has its wn special holiday Hearts of Valentine. Or 
as we turn to Song of Songs 1:15a. “How beautiful you are 
my darlig,” 

Just a few days ago, I watched the one Hallmark program, 
starring Betty White. She portrays this one WWII widow 
who always goes to th train station to hopefully meet her 
husband’s retur from serving in the Paci ic theater. She’s 
been doing this for sixty years. 

The local newspaper gets into the act. A local reporter 
catches up wit her and wishes to interview her for an 
exciting story. At irst she demured but then agreed. 

Betty White retells of her young love with a Navy pilot who 
buys a ixer-upper for their new life together Sooner or 
later he accepts and assignment overseas. With his plane 
shot down, he recovers from his wounds with friendly 
natives.

Unfortunately, he is killed in a skirmish and buried 
nearby unbeknonwst to the Navy, who telegrams his wife. But 
through the reporter’s connections they discover his grave 
and return him to her on Valentine’s Day at the train station, 
with a Naval honor guard’s pomp and ceremony. (And I’m 

Never get over the phenomenon of being. The fact that you 
can correctly say, “I am...” is a wonderful gift, or that your 
friend can say, “You are,” or another can say, “She is.” All these 
statements have to do with your existence.

The next time weather permits, let’s all take a “Thank God for 
being” walk.

 When the Apostle Paul visited Athens he saw the Acropolis, 
the Parthenon, and he walked the ancient market. He men-
tioned the many religious shrines. Idols and altars and in-
scriptions, (Acts 17:16). He looked at all this religious para-
phernalia. But he saw the people. God’s purpose is people. In 
God’s eyes, people are the best.

Paul addressed the crowd.

    I found an altar with the inscription, “To the Unknown God.” 
    Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim
    to you, (Acts 17:23).

    The “Unknown God” is the God Who created the world and
    everything in it. This is the God Who “gives to all people
    life and breath and all things,” (17”25). 

And then he says,
    In Him we live and move and exist, (28).

But God had an ulterior motive -- He needed people. You are 
God’s highest creation. He brought you to be and He sustains 
your being. Why? That He might draw you to Himself. And 
love you.

Here’s the logic.
 If God grants existence to all people, does it not make sense 
that “He would be their God and they would be His people,” 
(Jeremiah 7:23). Paul said to the Athenians,
    ...that they would seek God, (27).

God expects us to seek Him. There’s lots wrapped up in the 
great gift of existence. Don’t treat God like an anonymous 
donor.

Here’s the promise God gave to Jeremiah to pass along to His 
people 650 years before the promise He gave Paul to pass 
along to His people in Athens.

Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and 
I will listen to you. You shall see Me and ind Me when you 
search for Me with all your heart, (Jeremiah 29:12-13).

Maybe a Walk
Pastor John Clark; Judson Baptist Church

with the blank illed in by “Brother Sun,” “Sister Moon,” 
“Brother Wind,” “Sister Water,” “Brother Fire,” “Sister Mother 
Earth,” and even “Sister Bodily Death.”

Francis feels a kinship with the rest of creation, and he 
believes that the Creator cannot help but leave an imprint of 
themself on the things that are created. Through each 
dimension creation, Francis experiences different qualities 
of God. 

This has been my experience too. It is not the moon that in-
vites me into sabbath, but rather the God who demonstrated 
sabbath as a foundational principle of creation. It is not the 
moon who walks with me when I am losing myself, so much 
as the Jesus who “walks with me and talks with me and tells 
me I am his own.”  It is not the moon that sits with me so 
much as the Spirit, who “intercedes for [me] with groanings 
too deep for words (Romans 8:26 ESV).

I invite you to pay attention to the moon this month--or to 
the sun, or the wind, or the water, or any other part of 
creation. If you open yourself up to it, I believe you will 
discover something of God in it all. 



Strategies for being an organized Caregiver

As an adult child, caring for an aging parent is a major 
responsibility.  While there are many factors and decisions 
to consider, getting and staying organized (and that means 
something different for everyone) can help relieve caregiver 
stress and be more ef icient with your time as you ful ill this 
rewarding but sometimes frustrating role.

It is necessary to regularly evaluate and adjust routines as 
health care conditions change.  Being organized can help 
those times of adjustment be as smooth as possible.  Some 
ideas to consider:

1. Maximize Opportunities for Medication Management. 
Not taking medications as prescribed by a physician can 
increase falls, increase frequency of health crisis, and 
decrease overall quality of life.  Ask your pharmacist to 
synchronize the re illing of all prescriptions.  This will help 
reduce repeated trips to the pharmacy or reduce the chance 
of running out of a prescription. Also, consider using a 
pharmacy that creates sealed packets each day/time of day.  
This will help reduce time needed to ill those pill 
organizers…..as well as the occasional accident where the 
pills spill all over the loor.

2. Keep a Journal of Health Needs and Changes.  Making 
notes daily can really help when it is time to make a doctor’s 
appointment.  It will be easy to reference how often the 
concern occurred or if there is a pattern of occurrence.  

3. Create an Emergency File.  An emergency ile should 
include insurance information, a list of current medications, 
physician contact information, copy of power of attorney and 
advance directives.  In time of a health crisis, being able to 
easily and quickly access this information will be extremely 
bene icial.  

4. Anticipate your Loved One’s Future Needs.  Being aware 
of the natural progression of an illness can help you 
anticipate what may be in your loved one’s future, and 
therefore their future needs.  Being educated will help you 
be prepared as well as and can increase your patience and 
understanding.  Anticipating needs may also include looking 
at options for health care services that may be needed in the 

One Great Hour of Sharing: 
Love Rebuilds Lives Impacted by Flooding

Almost a category 5 storm, Hurricane Ida made landfall 
Aug. 29, 2021, near Port Fourchon, La., bringing with it 
rainfall, 170 mph winds and storm surge. It triggered 
tornadoes in six states and severe looding in the 
Northeast—the latter of which is being addressed, in 
part, by Bethlehem Baptist Church, Spring House, Pa., 
which is helping families in Pennsylvania’s Bucks and 
Montgomery counties.

In partnership with Family Promise—an organization 
that serves the homeless in Montgomery County—two 
families slept in the church right after the looding. Two 
other families who are now sleeping in the church 
express their gratefulness to the church for being light in 
a time of darkness.

Said the head of one family, “Thank you, Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, for making us feel very welcomed and 
comfortable. We appreciate your hospitality.”

If that’s not enough, the 1,200-member suburban church 
has helped more than 40 families with direct funds, 
donating a little more than $5,000 total, according to the 
Rev. Sean Tripline, the church’s assistant pastor. While 
most families received small gifts, six families with 
greater needs received $500 each.

While the church began giving assistance from its own 
funds, a grant of approximately $10,000 from American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies has allowed the church 
to continue giving.

“We started a line item in the budget for disaster relief, 
calling it ‘The Compassionate Fund,’” Tripline says. “It 
will help our congregation as well as other 
congregations to give 100 percent in light of disaster 
relief.”

Bethlehem Baptist Church. Spring House, PA


